Edmonton, May 11 - 24, 2005 Vol. ІХХУШ Ne 10, Price: $1.75 


ELIS 


Beyond survival 


Ambitious new approach to Ukrainian 
language education created at think tank 


(UkrNews/Think Tank Commit- 
tee)—An ambitious new approach to 
Ukrainian language education was 
adopted by a conference of leaders 
in that field from across Alberta, held 
in Edmonton May 6-7. 

“We’re changing the philosophy 
weve had in education from а sur- 
vival posture to a posture of func- 
tional interaction with Ukraine,” 
says Dr. Roman Petryshyn, Chair of 
the coordinating committee for the 
conference. 5 

"Р think we’ve laid down the 
model for a whole generation.” 

Where, in the past, Ukrainian lan- 
guage was taught for purposes of 
cultural retention, it will now focus 
on business and other functional 
purposes as well as maintaining the 
cultural retention aspects, he told 
Ukrainian News. 

“This group wants to take advan- 
tage of the positive image that 
Ukraine has created for itself in the 

world through the Orange Revolu- 
tion.” 

Dr. Petryshyn says the group, 
which involves educators from pre- 
elementary to post-graduate levels, 
or “from birth to retirement”, also 
intends to serve as a lobby group to 
press governments on all levels for 
appropriate action. 

This is a model which can serve 
other provinces as well, he added. 

“What we’ve done in Alberta, we 
hope will happen in other prov- 
inces.” 

Forty leaders in Ukrainian educa- 
tion met at the University of Alberta 
to formulate the 25-year vision. 

A committee, sponsored by the 
Canada Ukraine Foundation — Соп- 
sortium of Educators, Ukrainian 
Language Education Centre, Cana- 
dian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
Ukrainian Resource and Develop- 
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ment Centre at Grant MacEwan Col- 
lege and the Alberta Foundation for 
Ukrainian Education Society, initi- 
ated the process. They invited a wide 
spectrum of educational institutions, 
organizations and stakeholders di- 
rectly involved in Ukrainian educa- 
tion. Among the participants were 
teachers, professors, parents, stu- 
dents, community leaders and direc- 
tors of educational institutions from 
Edmonton, Bonnyville, Smoky 
Lake, Sherwood Park, and 
Lethbridge. 

The meeting was marked by a 
strong passion voiced by those 
present to build on past accomplish- 
ments and ensure growth of Ukrai- 
nian educational opportunities for 
future generations. They realized 
that for new advances to occur, it 
was necessary to unite across vari- 
ous programs and become con- 
cerned with the entire system of 
Ukrainian education in Alberta, 
from pre-school through elementary, 


high school, post-secondary, and 
continuing education. 

Through a process led by profes- 
sional facilitators Rick and Ryan 
Matishak, participants set goals and 
identified areas that were critical for 
the continued success of Ukrainian 
education in the next 25 years. Fol- 
lowing a day and a half of intense 
discussion, participants set the fol- 
lowing goals and suggested imple- 
mentation strategies: 

» Increase awareness, availability, 
demand and desire for Ukrainian 
language and culture education; 

» Ensure the highest quality of 
Ukrainian language and culture edu- 
cation; 

» Establish Ukrainian as a valued 
partner in the global community; 

° Mainstream Ukrainian studies; 

¢ Promote and enhance the Ukrai- 
nian language and culture. 

Some of the strategies include: 
setting up a Ukrainian knowledge 
information hotline for students, 
teachers and parents; establishment 
of a Ukrainian secretariat at Alberta 
Education; founding of a university 
chair to research and teach the peda- 
gogy of Ukrainian second language 
instruction; increasing the number 
and types of educational travel to 
Ukraine; and support initiatives out- 
side of Edmonton through distance 
education. 

Discussants emphasized the need 
to ensure quality in the Ukrainian 
bilingual programs and to launch 
more English language modules 
about Ukrainian Canadians and 
Ukraine in textbooks and teaching 
resources for all grade levels. The 
immediate need is to ensure that as 
many classrooms as possible in all 
schools of Alberta offer Ukrainian 
Language and Culture courses start- 
ing in Grade 4, according to Alberta 
Education’s languages initiative for 
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Canada barely 


edges Ukraine 


(Ukraine at the World Hockey 


Championship, Pages 16-17) 
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Grand Welcome 


The Arkan Dancers perform the Welcome Dance during the 70th anniversary commemorative banquet of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business Association of Toronto, May 7. The UCPBA honoured Ontar- 
io’s first cabinet minister of Ukrainian origin, Jahn Yaremko QC, with its Lifetime Achievement Award. For 


more see Page 8 of this issue. 


Зварич заявляє, що у скандалі довкола 
його дипломів винуваті ті, хто вивчав 
науковий комунізм та бандерівці 


Марина Пирожук, Радіо Свобода 

10 травня міністр юстиції України Роман Зварич 
провів довгоочікувану прес-конференцію з приводу 
скандалу довкола його освіти. 

Міністр заявив, що порушена у ЗМІ тема його 
дипломів є спланованою кампанією проти нього. 
Організаторами такої кампанії Зварич вважає діас- 
пору, професійних комсомольців а також окремих 
українських чиновників, які не поділяють позиції 
міністра. 

Свої дипломи міністр журналістам не показав, але 
запевнив, що підтвердження його освіти він привіз 
із США і збирається передати до Кабміну та секре- 
таріату Президента. 

Скандал довкола Зварича розпалився після пуб- 
лікації минулого місяця в Інтернет-виданні " Україн- 
ська правда" матеріалу про суперечності в автобіо- 
графічних даних міністра, які стосувалися його 
освіти, наявності відповідних дипломів та вчених 
ступенів. 

Оприлюднена інформація викликала резонанс як 
в журналістських, так і політичних колах. Зварича 
почали звинувачувати у брехні та нечесності. Міні- 
стр на публікацію вчасно не відреагував. 

Відмовився коментувати питання освіти Зварича 
і Президент Ющенко. А безпосередній керівник міні- 
стра, глава уряду Юлія Тимошенко на численні вимо- 
ги журналістів реагувала на це з гумором і радила 
своїм підопічним не лише засвідчити рівень освіти, 
а й посилити його гуртком вишивання та музичною 
школою. Після цього окремі урядовці почали демон- 
струвати свої дипломи. З'явилися окремі невеличкі 
коментарі i від самого Зварича. 

28-го квітня міністр в інтерв'ю газеті "Юйрейніан 
Віклі" визнав, що не має ступеня доктора наук, і що 
він не був професором Колумбійського універ-- 
ситету, як твердилося в його офіційних біографіях. 

Не має міністр, згідно журналістських досліджень, 


i диплому про закінчення Колумбійського універ-- 
ситету. При цьому сам він твердить, що має такий 
рівень освіти, який за його ж визначенням еквіва-- 
лентний магістерському диплому. 

Про те, чому в офіційній біографічній довідці була 
інформація, що не має потвердження, Зварич чіткої 
відповіді так і не дав. 

10 травня міністр заявив, що ситуація з його 
освітою є спланованою проти нього акцією. 

"Ведеться спланована широкомасштабна кампанія 
з намаганням дискредитувати моє ім'я. Я також 
з'ясував походження і інструментарій цієї акції, по- 
чинаючи з неправильного написання мого прізвища, 
закінчуючи відвертою брехнею. 

Були задіяні і використані старі ідеологічні діас- 
порні війни і прорахунки між бандерівцями, мельни- 
ківцями і (слово незрозуміле). Я розумію цих так 
званих патріотичних сил. Україна незалежна, вою-- 
вати немає з ким," сказав Зварич. 

Серед винних у своїх проблемах Зварич також 
назвав професійних комсомольців, чиновників, які 
хочуть повернутися до старих методів керування та 
інших недоброзичливців. - 

Міністр наголосив, що привіз з Америки докумен-- 
ти, які потверджують його освіту і що він передає 
ці папери для перевірки в Кабінет Міністрів та 
секретаріат Президента. 

Обов'язок визначити якість освіти, Зварич 
покладає на уряд та Президента. 

Коментував Зварич й інші скандали, пов'язані з 
його персоною, зокрема стосовно реекспорту нафти. 
Він вкотре засудив рішення уряду з приводу забо- 
рони реекспорту нафти, назвавши його таким, що 
суперечить Конституції та іншим законам. 

Як відомо, свого часу уряд заборонив здійснювати 
реекспорт нафти компанії, до якої має стосунок | 

дружина пана Зварича. В ситуацію тоді втрутився 
Прод. наст. 2 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
¢ information, referral 
» translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
* parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Зварич готовий зареєструвати 
ветеранів помаранчевої революції 


(Українська правда)- -Міністр юстиції Роман 
Зварич заявляє, що він все ще готовий 
зареєструвати партію "Пора". 

Про це він заявив 10-го травня на прес-кон- 
ференції в Києві. 

"Вони ще далі мають можливість удосконалити 
документи, занести підписні листи, які дають правові 
можливості зареєструвати цю партію, що я дуже 
хотів би зробити", - зазначив Зварич. 

Він також зауважив, що він готовий реєструвати 
й інші партії, бо "чим більше партій, тим більш 
різноманітне політичне й ідеологічне життя нашої 
держави". "Я це тільки вітаю", - додав він. 

Зварич сказав, що "Пору" він "любить і шанує" і 
навіть називає "ветеранами помаранчевої рево- 
люції", але хоче від них правдивих документів. 


Зварич зазначив, що в підписах "Пори" не тільки 
будинки, яких не існує, але i 10 підписів із HeicHy— 
ючого села Іванці Хмельницької області. "Знайдіть 
такий населений пункт - і я зареєструю "Пору", - 
сказав він. 

Він ще раз нагадав, що до "Пори" застосовувалася 
більш гнучка перевірка. "IM була дана можливість 
поміняти документи, довести їх до юридичного 
пуття", - сказав він. 

Міністр також нагадав, що "найбільш ретельна 
перевірка була щодо "Народного Союзу Наша 
Україна". 

"Перевірялося набагато більше підписів, ніж заз - 
вичай. Це було моє втручання у роботу мого 
департаменту, де я попросив значно більш ретельно 
поставитися до перевірки", - зазначив Зварич. 


Зварич заявляє, що у скандалі довкола 
його дипломів винуваті ті, хто вивчав 
- науковий комунізм та бандерівці 


Прод. із ст. 1 
Мінюст, а міністра звинувачували у лобіюванні 
сімейних інтересів. 

Представники української діаспори здивовані 
закидами Зварича і піддають сумніву сказане 
міністром стосовно його освіти. 

Ось як це прокоментувала американка Наталія 
Федущак, яка зараз живе і працює в Україні. 

"Якщо людина має диплом, то вона може його 
показати. З Колумбійського університету немає 
проблем, якщо він немає оригіналу, немає проблем 
"замовити і дістати копію. Це дуже легко зробити. 

"Я закінчила Колумбійський університет, я також 
загубила свій диплом багато років тому. Якщо я хочу 
дістати новий, то я можу піти, замовити i все. 

"Професійність є професійність - або ти маєш, або 
ти не маєш. А звинувачувати других людей, я думаю, 


що це є просто неправильним і некоректним." 

А ось як прокоментував заяви Зварича доцент 
Києво-Могилянської академії, в минулому, як він 
сам жартує, комсомолець, Ігор Лосєв. 

"Мене більше турбують навіть не дипломи пана 
Зварича. Зрештою, їх просто можна показати, а не 
влаштовувати такий цирк з звинуваченнями якимись 
незрозумілими. Є диплом - покажи. 

"Мене більше турбує те, що пан Зварич дозволяє 
собі таке нахабне лобіювання інтересів фірми, де 
працює його дружина. Я собі думаю, що зробила б 
з паном Зваричем вільна американська преса, якби 
він дозволив би таке лобіювання, будучи міністром 
юстиції США, в Америці. Мені здається, що на цьо- 
му кар'єра пана Зварича закінчилася б на завжди у 
штатах за тими мірками, за тими нормами. Але чому 
в Україні мають бути гірші мірки, гірші норми?" 
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Мельниченко просить Ющенка дати Кучмі охорону 


І каже, що 
Березовський може 


його вбити 

(Українська правда)  -Прези- 
денту України Віктору Ющенку 
необхідно невідкладно звернути 
особливу увагу на питання без- 
пеки Леоніда Кучми і його спіль- 
ників, що залишилися в живих 
після загибелі Юрія Кравченка. 

Про це йдеться в заяві екс-ма- 
йора держохорони Миколи Мель-- 
ниченка, переданій в "Українську 
правду". 

У ній Мельниченко ще раз 
наголошує на тому, що "міжна-- 
родна група Бориса Березовсь- 
кого у змові з впливовими висо-- 
копосадовими особами україн-- 
ської влади, включаючи генпро- 
курора Святослава Піскуна, 


T UNION 


реалізує злочинний план по 
фальсифікації розслідування 
кримінальної справи загибелі 
журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе". 

Важливою ланкою цього плану 
майор називає кампанію з дис- 
кредитації його, а також задо- 
кументованих ним доказів зло- 
чинної діяльності Кучми, Лит- 
вина, Кравченка, Деркача, Волко- 
ва, Азарова та ін. 

"Міжнародна група Бориса be— 
резовського (куди входять Борис 
Березовський, Олександр Гольд- 
фарб, Юрій Фельштинський, 
Олександр Литвиненко, Юрій 
Швець, Олександр Жир, Олек- 
сандр Волков та ін.) умисне фаб-- 
рикує і надає генеральній проку-- 
ратурі України та тиражує в ЗМІ 
свідомо неправдиві свідчення про 
мене та про мої записи розмов 
Кучми", наголошує Мельниченко. 

Майор називає "абсолютно 
брехливими та наклепницькими" 
заяви про те, що нібито він 
здійснював процес записування 
розмов Кучми за чиїмось наказом; 
що записування в кабінеті Кучми 
здійснювалося не на диктофон; що 
записував Мельниченко не один і 
не зі свого власного рішення. 

Він також заперечує, що "хтось 
(Марчук, Мороз, Медведчук, 
Тимошенко, Ющенко і т.п.) орга- 
нізував записування розмов 
Кучми", так само як і те, що за ним 
хтось "стояв або стоїть", зокрема 
відомі політики чи іноземні 
спецслужби. 

"За моєю оперативною інфор- 
мацією, після виконання всіх фі- 
нансових питань Віктором Пінчу-- 
ком, рекетири клану Кучми, для 
того, щоб заховати кінці у воду, 
"допоможуть" Кучмі "гідно вийти 
з ситуації" аналогічно загибелі 
Юрія Кравченка", - зазначає 
Мельниченко. 


Він також наголошує, що йому 
відомо, що "за узгодженням з ке- 
рівництвом генпрокуратури" роз-- 
робляється технологія спецопе-- 
рації, де за допомогою підкупу 
кого-небудь з працівників держ- 
охорони або інших осіб, які мали 
хоч який-небудь доступ до прези- 
дентського кабінету Кучми, бу- 
дуть легалізовані сфальсифіко-- 
вані матеріали розмов Кучми, 
підготовлені міжнародною гру- 
пою Березовського. 

"Достовірне джерело в україн- 
ській владі попередило мене, що 
у разі реалізації українською Ma— 
фією і людьми Березовського 
подібного варіанту, їм необхідне 
моє фізичне усунення", - відзначає 
Мельниченко. 

Він також відзначає, що в нього 
є інформація про те, що в про- 
куратурі зникли його свідчення 
про загибель Георгія Гонгадзе та 
замах на життя Олександра 
Єльяшкевича, передані туди в 
2002 році. 

"Піскун, Порошенко, Литвин та 
ін. зумисне створюють умови, при 
яких стає неможливим безпечне 
повернення до України Олек- 
сандра Єльяшкевича", - вважає 
Мельниченко. 

Мельниченко заявляє, що 
готовий повторно дати необхідні 
свідчення у справі Гонгадзе. 

Однак через фальсифікацію 
цієї справи в Україні повторні 
свідчення будуть надані Феде- 
ральному Бюро Розслідувань 
США. 

"Я готовий також надати всі 
необхідні речові докази для про- 
ведення Федеральним Бюро 
Розслідувань США нових екс- 
пертиз записів розмов Кучми", - 
наголошує майор. 
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Participants at the education think tank. 


Ambitious new approach created 


Cont. from P. 1 

2006. The meeting also expressed support for the work 
of coordinating organizations that exist for: parent 
groups; professional educators; teachers; and technol- 
ogy networks. All agreed that to tackle gaps and spe- 
cific issues, it was also necessary and desirable to have 
a province wide lobby group. 

Having formulated a vision, “Ukrainian — a winning 
language and culture,” participants agreed to form a 
working committee, with the aim of establishing a 
Ukrainian Learning Agency. It would unite interested 
parties from across Alberta who wish to increase 
choices available in Ukrainian education, to use new 
technology for self-study modules, and provide services 
outside of Edmonton to smaller communities. Empha- 
sis would also be placed on creating study opportuni- 
ties in Ukraine and fostering a closer relationship be- 


tween the education ministries of Alberta and Ukraine. 

The organizing committee included: Roman 
Petryshyn, Ukrainian Resource and Development Cen- 
tre, Grant MacEwan College; Marusia Petryshyn and 
Halyna Klid. Ukrainian Language Education Centre, 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of 
Alberta; Luba Eshenko, Ukrainian Bilingual Language 
Association; Barbara Hlus, Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Parent Advisory Society; Anna Biscoe, Bohdan Horich, 
and Christina Ostashewsky. Canada Ukraine Founda- 
tion — Consortium of Educators. 

All Alberta education administrators, technologists, 
curriculum designers, faculty, teachers and others in- 
terested in Ukrainian education are invited to become 
members of the Ukrainian Learning Agency. For fur- 
ther information and a copy of the report write to 
petryshynr@macewan.ca or call (780) 497-4375. 


CIDA slots $5.5 million for Ukraine 


(UkrNews)-Minister of National Defence and Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Toronto Centre, Bill Graham, on 
May 10 announced on behalf of Aileen Carroll, Minis- 
ter of International Cooperation, a $5.5 million contri- 
bution over five years to support the implementation 
of the Ukrainian Government’s Concept of State Re- 
gional Policy. 

“Canada is working very hard to assist and support 
the Ukrainian people as they build their own demo- 
cratic future,” said Graham. “Canada is determined to 
strengthen public institutions by involving civil soci- 
ety in shaping sustainable regional development strat- 
egies while promoting accountable and effective re- 
gional governments in Ukraine,” he said in a press re- 
lease. 

Canada’s contribution will be provided by the Cana- 
dian International Development Agency. The Canadi- 
an Urban Institute (CUI) will contribute $940,000 for 
this initiative to assist the Government of Ukraine to 
develop and pilot an integrated regional development 
process. 


The project will support Ukrainian government de- 
partments responsible for regional development to de- 
liver and implement regional development planning and 
policy-making in a transparent, accountable and dem- 
ocratic manner. It will be managed by the CUI with 
support from the Foundation for International Train- 
ing, the EuroRegioUkraine and a team of Canadian and 
Ukrainian administrators. An independent monitor will 
oversee the implementation and management of this 
project. 

“Good governance is key to development and is one 
of the sectors of focus for Canada’s development pro- 
gram,” said Carroll. “We will continue to work hard 
with the Ukrainian Government to implement policies 
and action plans in collaboration with civil society.” 

Ukraine is among 25 development partners identi- 
fied in the recently released International Policy State- 
ment, for several reasons including the fact that it has 
seized upon reform initiatives, is using aid effectively 
and Canada is particularly well positioned to offer ex- 
регіїзе. 


Another AUUC lawsuit settled 


(UkrNews)-An out of court settlement was reached, 
ending the latest lawsuit filed against the Association 
of United Ukrainian Canadians. This time it was Cher- 
yl Balay, past National Vice President who had been 
employed as the AUUC’s National Office Manager, 
claiming a case of constructive dismissal after her job 
responsibilities were drastically curtailed in September 
of 2004, according to a press release received May 11. 

Having reached no satisfaction during a four month 
period of negotiation, the lawsuit was filed in mid-Jan- 
uary and finally settled in principle on March 2, 2005 
for a reported payment of approximately $50,000 to 
Balay made by the AUUC about eight weeks later, says 
the statement 

Unusual, though, are the conditions attached to the 
settlement which not only forbid Balay from all present 
and future work for the AUUC, be it salaried, honourar- 
jum or even volunteer involvement, but also required 
her to resign from all elected and appointed positions 
held within the Association of United Ukrainian Cana- 
dians at the time of settlement. Through this, the Edm- 

onton AUUC branch lost its President and the Con- 
ductor of their Trembita Folk Choir and Orchestra, as 
well as any other positions held by Balay, reportedly 
without any consultation with or prior knowledge of 


the local leadership in the AUUC, according to the state- 
ment. 

Another of the conditions of settlement was that 
Balay, at the age of 43, had to voluntarily give up her 
AUUC membership of 17 years. As part of the settle- 
ment, she is not eligible to even re-apply for member- 
ship or for any future work with the organization with- 
out prior written permission to do so, as may be given 
at the sole discretion of the AUUC’s National Execu- 
tive Committee, says the statement. 

This is the third time in two years that a former em- 
ployee at the AUUC National Office has reached a set- 
tlement after filing a claim over employment issues. 
First it was past National President George Moskal and 
his wife, past Ukrainian Editor of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Herald, Luba Moskal who settled their claim about 
one year ago. 

The National Office of the AUUC closed its doors in 
Edmonton on Feb. 28. It has re-located to Winnipeg, 
where it opened in January of this year. Zenovy Nykoly- 
shyn of Winnipeg was the National President of the 
AUUC from May of 2001 until his sudden passing in 
April of 2005. Bill Bilecki, elected National Vice Pres- 
ident in October of 2004 is currently at the helm of the 
AUUC. 


Manitoba passes 
redress resolution 


(UkrNews)—A resolution urging redress for the various ethnic com- 
munities who suffered mistreatment as a result of Canada’s discrimina- 
tory immigration measures and the War Measures Act received unani- 
mous support in the Legislative Assembly May 5. 

The Private Member’s Resolution, introduced by Doug Martindale, the 
MLA for Winnipeg-Burrows, commends Ottawa for allocating $25 mil- 
lion over the next three years for commemorative and educational initia- 
tives meant to highlight the painful aspects of Canada’s history. The reso- 
lution called on the Assembly to urge Ottawa “to continue negotiations 
with the affected communities to properly commemorate those tragic events 
and to ensure they will be understood and remembered by all Canadians.” 

Under the War Measures Act, the federal government interned 9,000 
Canadians who were formerly citizens of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
in concentration camps, and forced the registration of a further 80,000 as 
“enemy aliens” during World War I. Their possessions were confiscated, 
and they were made to perform hard labour. In World War П the same act 
was invoked to intern 22,000 Japanese Canadians, over 700 Jews, and 
500 Italian Canadians. 

The Chinese community bore the brunt of restrictive immigration mea- 
sures such as the poll tax instituted in 1884, and the Chinese Exclusion 
Act of 1923, which was repealed only in 1947. South Asians were pre- 
vented from bringing their families to Canada by the “continuous jour- 
ney” policy, which required immigrants to come to Canada by a continu- 
ous journey from their country of origin, a feat nearly impossible for them 
at the turn of the 20th century. Indian immigrants too were required to pay 
a form of poll tax known as “landing money.” 

“I believe that by acknowledging the discriminatory policies in Canada’s 
past, we are helping to ensure that we will not see them repeated,” said 
Martindale. “We have an excellent example of this in the plaque on the 
Legislative Building grounds in memory of the hundreds of Ukrainians 
and other Europeans processed at the Winnipeg Receiving Station, and 
then dispersed to remote camps.” 

“By its vote today, the Assembly is recognizing the educational value 
of such tributes, and encouraging the various ethnic communities around 
the province to commemorate those who were victims of historical 
wrongs.” 


The Ukrainian Professional and 
Business Club of Edmonton 
And 

The Alberta Foundation for 
Ukrainian Education Society 
Will hold their 


Annual General Meetings 


Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 PM 
At the 
Ukrainian National Federation Hall (basement) 
10629 - 98 Street 
Please mark your calendars and attend. 


10224 - 174 Ave 
Edmonton, Alberta T5X 5W5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


)R.J.'s Tours г 1-877- 
www.tourukraine.com 


ail Email: rjstours@shawbiz.ca 
WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 


Ukraine Tours 2005 


Western Ukraine Tours (All inclusive) 
June 6-20, 2005 - SOLD OUT 
July 4-18, 2005 - 4 SEATS LEFT 
July 30 - August 13, 2005 - Booking Deadline Nearing 
FULLY ESCORTED 


Dnipro River & Black Sea Cruise 
August 12-25, 2005 
27 day "Holiday of a lifetime" in Ukraine 


2 week tour of western Ukraine followed by the 2 week cruise 
July 30 to August 25 


Oct. 13 - Annual Country Music Tour - 4 SEATS LEFT 
To Nashville, Memphis, Dollywood & Branson 


Nov. 28 - Christmas Country Music Tours 
To Nashville & Branson 


10224-174 Ave, 
Edmonton, AB Т5Х 5W5 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 
Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm, Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 рт. 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


"Where your perfect vacation begins" 


примирити ветеранів 
Радянської армії та УПА 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

На Прикарпатті намагаються знайти 
шляхи до порозуміння ветеранів Радянської 
та Української повстанської армій. Резуль-- 
татом таких зусиль стало те, що частина 
ветеранів Радянської армії та вояків УПА 
разом зустрічатимуть 60-ліття Перемоги 
над фашизмом. 

Упродовж останніх років місцева влада 
на Івано-Франківщині намагається зробити 
все можливе, щоб знайти шляхи до прими-- 
рення ветеранів Радянської армії та вояків 
Української повстанської армії. Такі кроки 
даються надзвичайно важко. Якщо з боку 
колишніх вояків УПА є усвідомлення того, 
що майбутнє держави не може будуватися 
на ненависті, то значна частина ветеранів 
Радянської армії відмовляється визнавати 
колишнів бійців УПА як таких, що вою- 
вали за незалежність України. І все ж напе- 
редодні святкування 60-ліття перемоги над 
фашистською Німеччиною ветерани Ра- 
дянської армії та вояки Української пов- 
станської армії спільно посадили в містечку 
Делятині в передгір'ї Карпат парк прими- 
рення. 


Окрім цього, ветерани до ювілею пере- 
моги отримають спеціальну відзнаку - 
символічний орден, на променях якого 
викарбувані роки початку і закінчення 
Другої світової війни та створення Укра- 
їнської повстанської армії. Ветерани, зви- 
чайно ж, за бажанням, можуть спільно 
відзначити 60-ліття Перемоги біля мемо- 
ріального комплексу жертвам війни. Що-- 
правда, більшість ветеранів УПА вже зая- 
вили, що вони визнають за свято лише День 
героїв, яке відзначатимуть наприкінці трав- 
ня. 9 травня вони вважають днем перемоги 
радянської імперії Ha фашистською i відпо-- 
відно продовженням окупації України. 

Варто також наголосити, що в Івано- 
Франківську вже давно не проводиться так 
званий парад перемоги. Проте немає і жод- 
них сутичок поміж ветеранами, які 60 років 
тому воювали в різних окопах. Без сумніву, 


що більшість населення краю визнає BeTe— 


ранами бійців обох армій. Однак до ветеранів 
Української повстанської армії особливе 
ставлення, адже в більшості родин на Гали- 
чині були ті, хто загинув у лавах УПА. 


Тимошенко назве УПА ветеранами, а Литвин - ні 


(Українська правда) "Прем'єр-міністр 
Юлія Тимошенко вважає, що у вирішенні 
питання надання воїнам УПА статусу вете- 
ранів Великої вітчизняної війни потрібно 
вивчати дії кожного члена армії окремо. 

Про це вона сказала в інтерв'ю "5 каналу" 
9-го травня біля музею Великої Вітчиз- 
няної війни. 

"Якщо людина захищала Україну, то не 
має значення, як це відбувалося", - сказала 
прем'єр. "В кожному конкретному випадку 
треба вивчати ситуацію", - додала вона. 

В той же час голова Верховної Ради Во- 
лодимир Литвин вважає, що не потрібно в 


даний час піднімати питання про надання 
воїнам УПА такого статусу. 

"Питання не в статусі. Я не думаю, що 
учасники УПА виступають сьогодні за cTa— 
тус. Вони виступають за те, мабуть, щоб 
була встановлена об'єктивна істина від- 
носно тих процесів, які відбувалися в Ук- 
раїні. Ми ж говоримо про другорядне, і 
зациклюємося на другорядному", - 
відзначив Литвин. 

За його словами, ОУН-УПА як явище 
вже визнане, і тепер потрібно дати цим 
подіям об'єктивну оцінку, "а все інше стане 
технічним питанням". 


І шляхи стають коротшими! 


Тільки Аеросвіт Українські Asianinii 
пропонує безпосадкові рейси 
літаками Boeing 767 
Торонто- Киів, Київ Торонто 


А також через Київ: 

Львів, Івано-Франківськ, Одеса, Сімферопіль, 
Донецьк, Дніпропетровськ, Харків, Чернівці, 
Ужгород, Москва, Кишинів, Мінськ, Ріга, Баку, 
Ташкент, Алма- Ата, Делі, Тель- Axis, 
Дубаї, Каїр, Афіни, Салонікі, Софія, 


Пекін, Бангкок, 


1.416.961.KYIV 
1.416.961.5948 


або звертайтесь у Вашу агенцію 


Тепер у Вас є можливість замовити i 
оформити білет на нашій веб--сторінці 


www.aerosvit.com 


Аеробвіт ФО AeroSvir 
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‘Ha Прикарпатті намагаються | Ізраїль вшанував українців, 
які рятували євреїв під час 
Другої світової війни 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

5 травня Ізраїль відзначав День катас- 
трофи та героїзму європейського єврей- 
ства у Другій світовій війні. З цієї нагоди 
посольство Ізраїлю в Україні урочисто вру- 
чило в Києві дипломи та медалі українсь- 
ким громадянам, які отримали звання 
"Праведників народів світу" - за порятунок 
євреїв під час нацистської навали. 

День Катастрофи і героїзму європейсь- 
кого еврейства був установлений в пам'ять 
про 6 мільйонів євреїв, знищених нациста- 
ми в період Другої світової війни. Він від- 
значається за єврейським календарем 27 
числа місяця нісана. Саме цього дня 1943 
року почалося повстання у Варшавському 
гетто. 

Саме цього дня о 10 годині ранку по всьо-- 
му Ізраїлю звучить траурна сирена. На дві 
хвилини припиняється будь-яка діяльність, 
зупиняється транспорт. В багатьох будин-- 
ках запалюють поминальні свічки. Євреї 
читають заупокійну молитву "Кадиш". 

З журливої мелодії розпочалося й при- 
своєння імен "Праведників народів світу" 
дванадцятьом українцям із Київської та 
Житомирської областей. Сімом із них - 
посмертно. Дипломи та медалі у примі- 
щенні Галицької синагоги вручила посол 
Ізраїлю в Україні Наомі Бен Амі. 

В інтерв'ю для радіо "Свобода" дипломат 
нагадала, що людей, які, ризикуючи влас- 
ним життям, рятували євреїв, до сонму 
"Праведників народів світу" долучає Між- 
народний інститут пам'яті "Яд-Вашем" у 
Єрусалимі. 

Імена праведників вписуються до Стіни 
пам'яті. На честь кожного з них висаджу-- 
ється оливкове дерево. Є там тепер чимало 
й українських дерев. За словами пані Бен 
Амі, в Україні на сьогодні "Уже більше 2 


тисяч "Праведників народів світу". Більша 
частина була нагороджена в останні 15 po— 
ків. За минулих часів у цій царині були 
проблеми в принципі. Не лише з наго- 
родженням, але й з вивченням всього цього 
процесу. Бо все було інакше. І багато хто з 
цих людей, мабуть, боялися розповідати, 
що рятували євреїв", - додала посол 
Ізраїлю в Україні Наомі Бен Амі. 

На медалі "Праведника народів світу" 
викарбовано: "Хто рятує одне життя, той 
рятує весь світ". Одним із перших українців 
такою медаллю був нагороджений 1991 
року киянин Юрій Мясковський та його 
батьки. 1942-го йому було 10 років. Його 
сім'я, що мешкала у місті Володимир-Во-- 
линському, потайки забрала з місцевого 
гетто свою сусіду - 16-літню єврейську 
дівчину Поліну Кам. Її батьків замордували 
нацисти. Поліну українці переховувала в 
себе з 1942-го по 1944 рік. В інтерв'ю для 
радіо "Свобода" Юрій Мясковський роз- 
повів: його батьки були цілком свідомі того, 
що коли гітлерівці дізнаються про це, 
розстріляють всю родину. 

Юрій Мясковський: "Мама каже "Серьо- 
жа" - батькові - що ж робити? У нас же 
діти. А було ж скрізь же розвішано, що хто 
євреїв переховує - розстріл. Каже: в нас 
діти. А батько каже: а що буде, то буде. От 
так і переховалась вона в нас. Історія в неї 
дуже важка. Вона переховувалася. Потім 
у нас фронт уже як відступав, нашу хату 
зайняла фельдпошта. Німецька. НУ, і далі 
переховуватись неможливо було, то батько 
відвів її до партизанів. Вона з партизанами 
- якраз до польських партизанів, там у нас 
село Біле. Потім німці відступали, і так 
вийшло, що вона попала в Польщу. Потім 
попала в Швецію. А зі Швеції вже в 49-му 
році в Ізраїль переїхала". 


Американський історик про наслідки 
Другої Світової війни для України 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

День 9 травня залишиться для України 
Днем Перемоги, враховуючи лише ту кіль-- 
кість українців, яка воювали заради її здо-- 
буття. Так вважає історик Йельського уні - 
верситету Тімоті Снайдер, який прокомен- - 
тував в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода значення 
Другої Світової війни для України. За його 
словами, багато українців досі розуміють 
сенс свого життя у контексті тієї війни. 

Водночас, на думку професора Снайдера, 
українське суспільство починає усвідом-- 
лювати, що у Другій Світовій війні їхня 
держава була не стільки суб'єктом, скільки 
об'єктом, а її доля вирішувалася деінде. 

Друга Світова війна, за словами історика 
Тімоті Снайдера, перетворилася на жах- 
ливу катастрофу для України. Адже, саме 
на її території мали місце найзапекліші бої 
усієї війни. Як зазначає американський 
історик, багато хто на Заході досі не усві- 
домлює, що за своєю жорстокістю німець- 
ка окупація України не може порівнятися 
із окупацією Франції чи інших західно- 
європейських держав. Іншим важливим 
наслідком війни, на думку доктора Снай- 
дера, стало розширення українських кордо- 
нів. Однак, він зазначає, що і це перет- 
ворилося для багатьох українців на траге- 
дію. Продовжує Тімоті Снайдер: 

"Наслідком Другої Світової війни стало 
приєднання до Української Радянської Со- 
ціалістичної республіки територій Галичи- 
ни, Волині, Прикарпаття та частини румун- 
ських земель, де проживали етнічні україн- 
ці. Отже, у 1945 році Україна розширилася 
до сучасних кордонів. Водночас, приєд- 
нання цих територій стало дуже кривавим 
процесом, якому чинило спротив місцеве 
населення і призвело до 5 років грома- 
дянської війни. В результаті цього, десятки 
чи сотні тисяч людей загинуло та сотні 
тисяч були депортовані." 

Снайдер каже, що розуміє причини 
дискусій в Україні щодо ставлення для Дня 


Перемоги. На його думку, Друга Світова 
війна принесла багато страждання усім без 
виключення її учасникам. Тому, як вважає 
історик, люди будуть й надалі по-різному 
розуміти значення цього страждання. Він 
не вірить, що можна створити одну єдину 
версію історії війни, з якою погоджувалися 
6 усі. Водночас, надумку професора Снай- 
дера, помилково тотожно ставитися до 
Нацистської Німеччини та Радянського 
Союзу, як це роблять деякі представники 
української діаспори на Заході. 

"Засадничим елементом ідеології Радян- 
ського Союзу був принцип рівності, який 
дозволяв українцям та іншим національ- 
ностям відчувати себе частиною ширшого 
співтовариства. Він дозволяв їм розвива- 
тися соціально, та покращувати рівень 
свого життя від покоління до покоління. 
Такі умови існування було б не можливо 
уявити у нацистській Німеччині. Планом 
нацистів було винищення слов'ян, дове- 
дення їх до голодної смерті. Реалізація 
цього плану вже почалася у Києві, де 
десятки тисяч жителів померли від голоду 
в результаті навмисної політики німців." 

Водночас, Тімоті Снайдер висловлює 
стриманий оптимізм щодо перспектив 
пошуку діалогу між ветеранами Радянської 
Армії та колишніми вояками УПА. 

«Це вже сталося у Польщі, де українські 
партизани з УПА та польські партизани з 
Армії Крайової після 50 років почали гово- 
рити один з одним, сіли за один стіл, потис- 
нули руки та почали порівнювати свій воєн- 
ний досвід цього жахливого протистояння. 
Однак, я хочу наголосити, що переконання 
та спогади людей з обидвох боків воєнного 
конфлікту залишаються надзвичайно силь- 
ними та віддзеркалюють той вибір, який 
стояв перед українцями під час Другої Сві- 
тової війни. Отже, будь-які спроби приско- 
рити процес примирення та змусити людей | 
погодитися із спрощеною версією їхнього 
власного минулого, будуть невдалими. 
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Embattled minister speaks for the record | Yushchenko, Putin set 
about his academic résumé, experience 


Published in The Ukrainian Weekly on May 1, 2005 
Reprinted with permission. 
By Zenon Zawada, Kyiv Press Bureau 

In an exclusive interview. with The Ukrainian Weekly, 
Ukraine’s Justice Minister Roman Zvarych acknowl- 
edged that he does not have a master’s degree in phi- 
losophy or any other subject from Columbia University. 

Instead, he claimed to have an academic degree 
“equivalent to that of a master’s,” or a degree "ої higher 
academic learning,” as he put it. 

The convoluted, partial admission comes after The 
Weekly confirmed with Columbia University last week 
that Mr. Zvarych did not complete any degree there. 

Mr. Zvarych spoke with The Weekly on Thursday, 
April 28 — 10 days after the newspaper first called his 
office at the Ministry of Justice in an attempt to get his 
side of the story. 

Ever since 1998 Mr. Zvarych has claimed in the annual 
editions of Who’s Who in Ukraine that he earned a master’s 
degree in philosophy from Columbia University. 

He repeated that claim to Ukrainian media as recently 
as April 19, and he made similar claims in campaign fli- 
ers distributed when he ran for the position of national 
deputy. One such campaign flier, printed sometime in 
1995-1996, states “finished Columbia University.” 

“T never finished my doctoral studies and I never com- 
pleted my studies which I began in 1976 [at Columbia],” 
Mr. Zvarych told The Weekly. “And I never completed 
the process of acquiring some kind of higher education 
degree on the level of doctor.” 

It remains unclear whether Mr. Zvarych’s lies will cost 
him his job as justice minister. 

At a press conference held after a Cabinet of Minis- 
ters meeting on April 27, after several news organiza- 
tions had already reported Mr. Zvarych’s lies, President 
Viktor Yushchenko declined comment on the scandal sur- 
rounding his justice minister. 

Mr. Zvarych’s chances of staying on as justice minis- 
ter are aided by the fact that the Ukrainian media have 
largely steered clear of reporting his deceit, with the no- 
table exception of the Internet newspaper Ukrayinska 
Pravda, whose Washington correspondent Luba Shara 
broke the story on April 14. 

Seated in his carpeted office and lighting one Marlboro 
Light cigarette after another, Mr. Zvarych calmly made 
consistent eye contact as he began to untangle his web 
of lies and embellishments. 

Outside, loud drumming reverberated off the Justice 
Ministry’s walls as Pora supporters banged large metal 
tubs in protest against Mr. Zvarych’s decision to deny 
the group registration as a political party. 

Their banners read: “Zvarych lies” and “Zvarych 
should resign.” 

During the interview, Mr. Zvarych backed off many 
of the claims he reported in his biographical submissions 
to Who’s Who in Ukraine in 1998 and 2003. 

Who’s Who in Ukraine is a critical source of informa- 
tion to Verkhovna Rada and Cabinet of Ministers em- 
ployees, as the Ukrainian government pays its publisher, 
Kyiv Informatsia Servis (KIS), to provide the biographi- 
cal information for an Intranet database. 

Mr. Zvarych said he studied at Manhattan College in 
Riverdale, N.Y., between 1971 and 1976, starting out in 
engineering before switching to studies in political sci- 
ence and philosophy. He said he earned a bachelor’s de- 
gree. 

The Weekly was not able to verify with Manhattan 
College whether Mr. Zvarych attended there or gradu- 

ated. [Editor’s note: Since this article was published, The 
Ukrainian Weekly has been able to confirm with Man- 
hattan College that Mr. Zvarych received a B.A. in Sep- 
tember 1976.] 

After studying at Manhattan College, he said he spent 
three years studying at Columbia University’s School of 


International Studies. 

The Weekly and the Associated Press each indepen- 
dently confirmed with Columbia University that Mr. 
Zvarych was enrolled there between fall 1976 and spring 
1978. 

When handed his Who’s Who in Ukraine submission 
form to examine, Mr. Zvarych corrected his own claim 
that he was an assistant professor at Columbia Univer- 
sity. He said: “I didn’t have a title. I was an assistant. I 
had the possibility for seven or eight years of delivering 
lectures. This wasn’t paid work. This was simply schol- 
arly satisfaction that I gained for the scholarly prepara- 
tion at Columbia University for my goal, which was the 
doctorate.” 

Mr. Zvarych then repeated the admission that he never 
wrote a candidate’s dissertation or a doctoral thesis, de- 
scribing the paper instead as a preparatory work after he 
switched his scholarly track from international studies 
to philosophy. 

Mr. Zvarych had claimed in his Who’s Who biogra- 
phies starting in 1994 that he wrote а “‘candidate’s dis- 
sertation” about Plato. 

Backing off his repeated claims that he was a New 
York University professor between 1983 and 1991, Mr. 
Zvarych acknowledged that he was a “lecturer.” 

Josh Taylor, an NYU spokesman, told The Weekly last 
week that Mr. Zvarych was a “part-time lecturer” be- 
tween 1989 and 1991 at NYU’s School of Continuing 
and Professional Studies. 

However, Mr. Zvarych said that all his students re- 
ferred to him as a professor and that all his letters from 
the university were addressed to “Prof. Roman Zvarych.” 

"І don’t want to say I was a New York [University] 
professor, because that would lead someone to believe 
that I had an academic degree,” Mr. Zvarych said. “How- 
ever the title of professor, of course, was attributed to 
me inasmuch as it was tied to the position that I had. It 
was not an academic degree from NYU. It was only a 
titles ane 

Mr. Zvarych also said he has no formal legal education. 

He has claimed that he practiced law in Ukraine, an 
assertion he supports by referring to his background as a 
national deputy for six years, which he said qualifies him 
to be Ukraine’s minister of justice. While a national 
deputy, Mr. Zvarych served on several committees that 
worked with legal matters. He said he wrote and co- 
authored several bills. 

After being elected as a national deputy in 1998, Mr. 
Zvarych said he served on the Verkhovna Rada’s Com- 
mittee on Legal Reform for two years. According to his 
biography, he also served on a temporary special com- 
mittee for the preparation and advance examination of 
the new edition of the civil code project starting in Octo- 
ber 1998. 

Mr. Zvarych also said he was vice-chairman of the 

Committee on European Integration and that he consid- 
ers himself an expert in European law. 
Committee work helped him gain “quite a lot of legal 
knowledge,” Mr. Zvarych said. He added that his expe- 
rience gives him the confidence to have a dialogue on 
jurisprudence with any lawyer. 

“My work in the Verkhovna Rada during the third and 
fourth convocations gives me the foundation to say that, 
in the present day, I’m not only a lawyer, but not a bad 
lawyer,” Mr. Zvarych said. 

“Tf there are those lawyers who believe I don’t have 
the relevant qualifications, of course that will be the pre- 
rogative of the president to decide and make the conclu- 
sions relevant to the situation,” Mr. Zvarych said. 

As for his claim in The Ukrainian Weekly in May 1998 
that he had earned a Ph.D., Mr. Zvarych said he deeply 
regrets if he said something that led the reporter to think 
that he had earned a doctoral degree from Columbia Uni- 
versity. 


Schroeder asks forgiveness from Ukrainian people 


(Ukrainian News Agency)— 
Germany’s Federal Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder is asking, on be- 
half of his compatriots, for forgive- 
ness from the Ukrainian people for 
the sufferings by the German people 
during the Second World War. The 
press service of President Viktor 
Yuschenko reported this, citing 
Schroeder’s letter, May 8. 

71 would like to assure you: Ger- 
many recognizes its responsibility to 
Ukraine, which arises from history. 
We have not forgotten the fact that 
the Ukrainian people experienced 
terrible sufferings during the time of 
the Second World War that was un- 
leashed by Nazi Germany. 

“We also have not forgotten those 


incredible losses, which [the Ukrai- 
nian people] had to undergo so as to 
overcome National Socialism to- 
gether with the other allies,” says 
Schroeder’s letter. 

The German chancellor assured 
Yuschenko that his compatriots are 
today honoring the memory of many 
Ukrainians and Ukrainians, which 
lost their lives and health in the war. 
Schroeder said that May 9 should 
be a day when the peoples of Eu- 
rope become convince in their com- 
mon future while remembering the 
horrors of the war. 

“Only the Europe of partnership 
cooperation will become a peaceful 
Europe for a long time,” the press 
service quotes Schroeder as saying. 


Schroeder also stressed that he is 
personally glad that recent events in 
Ukraine opened up the chance for 
even closer cooperation between our 
countries and peoples. 
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bilateral commission 


(RFE/RL)—Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Ukrainian coun- 
terpart, Viktor Yushchenko, signed a statement in Moscow on May 8, set- 
ting up a Putin- Yushchenko commission and outlining 15 points of coop- 
eration, Ukrainian media reported. 

Yushchenko told journalists that the Single Economic Space and a free- 
trade zone are priorities in the countries’ bilateral cooperation. 

Ukrainian National Security and Defense Council Secretary Petro 
Poroshenko said on UT-1 television on May 8 that the other aspects of 
Russian-Ukrainian interaction relate to problems connected with the de- 
ployment of the Russian Black Sea Fleet in Sevastopol and border coop- 
eration, including a simplified procedure for crossing the border and an 
agreement on readmission. 

Poroshenko also said Yushchenko asked Putin to facilitate the creation 
of national Russian television and radio stations in the Ukrainian language 
and a national newspaper in Ukrainian. 

_ Putin reportedly supported this initiative. 


Scherban, Bakay on wanted list 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Interior Ministry has put Volodymyr 
Scherban, former governor of Sumy Oblast, on an international wanted 
list following a relevant decision by regional prosecutors, Interfax re- 
ported on May 5. 

The previous day, Ukrainian media reported that Kyiv placed Thor 
Bakay, former head of the presidential property-management department, 
on Interpol’s wanted list. 

Simultaneously, ministry officials appealed to their Russian colleagues 
for help in discovering the whereabouts of former Central Election Com- 
mission head Serhiy Kivalov, former Interior Minister Mykola Bilokin, 
Shcherban, and former Odesa Mayor Ruslan Bodelan, against all of whom 
Ukrainian prosecutors have launched criminal proceedings. 


Inquiry on OUN-UPA set . 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko has instructed Prime 
Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko to resume an inquiry into the activities of 
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) and its partisan force, 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), by a relevant governmental com- 
mission no later than July 1, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service and Interfax 
reported on May 10.According to the Presidential Secretariat, the com- 
mission is tasked with reaching legally and historically substantiated con- 
clusions on the OUN-UPA and working out an official government posi- 
tion on these organizations. Yushchenko in recent weeks has repeatedly 
called on Soviet and OUN-UPA veterans of World War Щ to reconcile 
with each other. 
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Justice Department’s double 
standard cannot be tolerated 


In the previous issue of Ukrainian News, we reprinted an excelient piece 
of investigative journalism by The Globe and Mail’s Justice Reporter Kirk 
Makin, which first appeared in that newspaper on April 25. 

In it, Makin named four individuals in Montreal who confessed (one 
may even say bragged) about the crimes they committed while serving 
either in the Soviet partisan forces, or in Soviet security agencies like the 
NKVD or SMERSH, during World War II. Two of them related their crimes 
in autobiographies, another in a newspaper article and a third, in inter- 
views given during 2002. Their names — Nahun Kohn, Joseph Riwash, 
Israel Roitman and Nadia Otsep. By coincidence, all four happen to be 
Jewish. 

It is remarkable to see certain reactions to suggestions that these people 
be brought to justice and contrast them with reactions that are made when 
Ukrainians are involved. 

In the Globe article, Bernie Farber, executive director of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress (CJC) states the following: “A person can damn them- 
selves with their own words, but it still requires evidence. I can tell you 
that of the many cases we have reported, many were not borne out be- 
cause there wasn’t the evidence.” 

Now let’s look at some of things Farber has publicly stated about the 
cases of Helmut Oberlander (an ethnic German from Ukraine), or Wasyl 
Odynsky (an ethnic Ukrainian from Ukraine). Let us also point out that in 
both these cases the two individuals were not found guilty of having com- 
mitted any criminal act whatsoever, only of having probably (and we stress 
the word probably) lied about their past upon coming to Canada. They 
most certainly never bragged about burying someone alive, ensuring no 
one escaped alive from a burning house, or savagely beating someone to 
death. 

“While the government did not present evidence regarding Oberlander’s 
personal involvement in war crimes, such evidence was not necessary to 
show that he had indeed been a member of Einsatzkommando 10A and 
had failed to disclose that information.” (Letter to the Ottawa Sun, June 8, 

2004) 

“In both these cases, heard before the Federal Court of Canada, it was 
determined that, on a balance of probabilities (the accepted standard in all 
civil cases), that Oberlander and Odynsky had misrepresented their war- 
time activities in order to gain entry to Canada.” (Letter to the Toronto 
Sun, March 6, 2005) 

So, in some cases, admitting to a criminal act isn’t evidence of any 
wrongdoing, but in other cases — who needs evidence anyway? 

Another example of where Farber’s head is at is the following gem 
from a CJC position paper of July 19, 2002: 

“For now, CJC has not endorsed amendments to the Citizenship Act to 
minimize the role of Cabinet decisions (Ed. Note: as opposed to courts of 
law) in moving these processes along, because of our overriding concern 
that such changes will pave the way for a new challenge of the war crimes 
legislation under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms...” 

Farber’s blatant hypocrisy is reprehensible, but he is, after all, a paid 
lobbyist for a special interest group. Terry Beitner, on the other hand, is a 
public servant. He is the director of the war-crimes unit of the Department 
of Justice. Here is a paragraph from Kirk Makin’s article: 

“While he stressed that he cannot discuss individual cases, Mr. Beitner 
said it is reasonable to assume that if no legal proceedings were launched, 
there was probably insufficient evidence.” 

Now here is a direct quote of Beitner’s from the Ukrainian News article 
“Justice Dept. denies geographic bias in D & D” in the May 3-16, 2000 
issue. The quote came in response to questions e-mailed by Ukrainian 
News: 

“We are not looking for ‘evidence of criminality’ in the pure legal sense. 
We are looking for guilty conduct in the broader sense.” 

Again, in some cases, admitting to a criminal act isn’t evidence of any 
wrongdoing, but in other cases — who needs evidence anyway? 

This, coming from a senior civil servant in a country that professes to 
treat all of its citizens equaily, is abominable and cannot be tolerated un- 
der any circumstances. 
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The Liberating Truth 


By Bohdan Kaczor 

“Arbeit Macht Frei.” 

That slogan met me, over 60 years ago, as I walked 
through the gates of hell at Auschwitz. It means: “Work 
makes you free.” 

The truth is, millions of people died at Auschwitz, 
finding freedom only through Death. 

I was just a teenager in Ukraine when the war started. 
The Soviets came, declaring they had come to liberate 
us. Instead, hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians, Poles 
and Jews were arrested. They disappeared into Stalin’s 
Gulag. 

Some were taken to a place called Bykivnia, on the 
outskirts of Kyiv. It became a huge and secret govern- 
ment killing field and burial zone. The late Pope John- 
Paul II paid tribute to the victims of Stalinism there on 
June 24, 2001. He knew that many millions of Ukrai- 
nians were victims of the NK VD, SMERSH and later 
the KGB — men, women and children slaughtered only 
because Ukrainians dared to want to be free. Several 
execution centers were set up in place like Vynnitsia, 
the Kyiv Lukianiv Cemetary and others. 

Hitler finally turned on Stalin and invaded the So- 
viet Union on June 21, 1941. Now it was Nazis who 
said they’d come to free us, from Soviet tyranny. 

The truth is, they enslaved and murdered millions of 
Ukrainians. I became a commodity, trapped and num- 
bered, one of the millions of helots they intended to 
use until I was spent, after which I would be discarded. 
I still have my number. It’s tattooed on my forearm, 
No. 154754. I was, in some ways will always be, that 
number. Every day I am reminded of Auschwitz. 

Of course, we resisted. Ukraine’s nationalist parti- 
sans organized an anti-Nazi and, later, anti-Soviet in- 
surgency that continued an armed struggle against for- 
eign occupation well into the 1950s. 

I was arrested because I was a member of the Organi- 
zation of Ukrainian Nationalists, the underground that 
lead the national liberation movement. The Nazis liqui- 
dated many OUN members, many of whom were in- 
terned in the concentration camps, alongside Jews, Poles, 
Russians, in fact among men and women of every na- 
tionality found in Nazi occupied Europe. We were all 
equal then, and we should be equally remembered now. 

And yet today there are some who want to white- 
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wash the Soviet terror, the crimes of Lenin and Stalin, 
and who are now trying to label us as collaborators. 
They want the world to forget that on the day the gates 
into Auschwitz opened, in August 1940, the Soviets 
were on Hitler’s side. 

Where I was during the war is something I can dem- 
onstrate just by rolling up my sleeve. My number speaks 
for itself. Where were those who now wish to dismiss 
the crimes of Stalinism, those in Russia who seek to 
claim the honor of defeating Hitler’s hordes but shy 
away from recognizing how the dishonor of their 
country’s collaboration with the Nazis resonates, to this 
very day? 

In а few. days (Ed. Note: This column was written 
just before May 9), politicians will gather in Moscow 
to acknowledge the defeat of Nazi Germany. Tne end 
of the Second World War should indeed be solemnly 
commemorated. I don’t deny that millions fought and 
died in the ranks of the Red Army, resisting Nazi ag- 
gression. I also remember that no other nation lost as 
many of its people as Ukraine did in Nazi occupied 
Europe. 

In the 60 years since my release from Auschwitz, I 
know the truth is a force that heals, forgives and recon- 
ciles. The truth is that both the Nazis and the Soviets 
slaughtered innocents in the millions. 

The Russian Federation, the legal successor state to 
the Soviet Union, has not renounced its participation 
in the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of 1939 and publicly 
apologized for the terror they unleashed on the captive 
nations. Germany has. Why hasn’t the Russian Fed- 
eration? 

As a Ukrainian nationalist, a Holocaust survivor, and 
as a believer in Christ, І also remember John the 
Apostle’s injunction: “And you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” In order to build a fu- 
ture on freedom’s foundation, leaders of the world must 
acknowledge the truth. 

Bohdan Kaczor is president of the World League of 
Ukrainian Political Prisoners and honorary chairman 
of the Ukrainian American Civil Liberties Association. 
Article translated from the Ukrainian by Marko Suprun. 


За що ми боролись? 


(В справі річних зборів едмонтонського відділу CCYK) 


Помаранчева революція надихнула мільони людей 
як на Україні так і поза її межами. Люди виявились 
сильнішими, ніж можна було сподіватись. Вони не 
дивлячись ні нащо обрали владу з людським облич -- 
чям, бо їм надоїло миритися з брехнею 1 корупцією 
у повсякденному житті. Багато українців, що про-- 
живають у Едмонтоні, також задумались, а чи можуть 
вони бути більш корисними для української громади. 

Так звана «четверта хвиля» імігрантів з України 
переважно в своїй більшості це люди з вищою осві-- 
тою. Спочатку нам, як і всім імігрантам, було важко, 
але завдяки працелюбкості більшість зараз твердо 
стоїть на ногах. Четверту хвилю справедливо кри-- 
тикують за її пасивність. Зарадо справедливості 
можна сказати, що багато з нас не мало жодного 
досвіду праці на добровільних засадах у колишньому 
Союзі. Тому так мало стали активними членами 
українських благодійних організацій в Едмонтоні. 

Але є ще одна причина. Деякі громадські opraHi3a— 
ції Едмонтону не дуже хотять бачити нові обличчя 
в своїх рядах. Вони привикли, що на загальні збори 
прийдуть 15-20 членів і цього досить. Їх лякають 
нові ідеї, їх лякає навіть думка, що свіжа кров може 
привести до втрати насиджених, теплих місць. 

Минулого місяця в Едмонтоні відбулися чергові 
річні загальні збори Суспільної Служби Українців 
Канади. На нашу думку, збори відбулися з багатьма 
порушеннями, В першу чергу потрібно відзначити, 
що викрики з боку деяких новоприбулих членів були 
не найкращим спосом виявлення свого незадоволен-- 
ня і це звичайно заважало проведенню зборів. За 
що ми просимо вибачення. Але найбільша суперечка 
виникнула під час обрання нового екзекутивного 
комітету та ради директорів, а точніше сам процес 
виборів. 

Номінаційна комісія на чолі з паном Скорейком 
запропонувала обрати весь керівний склад Суспіль-- 
ної Служби за списком. Частина залу не погодилась 
з цим антидемократичним рішенням. Ці члени хотіли 
провести таємне голосування на альтернативній 
основі. Здається де-до але в Канаді таке питання 
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же, що голосування мусить бути таємне, якщо цього 
вимагає хоч один член загальних зборів. 

Але на жаль, пан Скорейко навіть не думав дослу-- 
хатись до голосу 20 членів. Це питання було вине- 
сене на голосування ї більшістю, 35 голосами було 
відкинуте. І тут, в цей критичний момент, меншість 
готова була підкоритись більшості, якби всі ті що 
були проти мали право голосувати. Постійні праців-- 
ники не мають права на голосування, бо вони є заці - 
кавлена сторона, а також серед голосуючих були 
люди, які не є членами Суспільної Служби Українців 
Канади, Але нікого з організаторів зборів не хвилю-- 
вало це питання. Вони думали тільки про кількість 
тож залишимо це на їхній совісті. До речі, ці вибори 
дуже схожі до виборів за часів комуністичної партії, 
коли тільки вона, партія, визначала за кого виборці 
мусіли віддати свої голоси. Мабуть не варто, але все 
ж таки нагадаємо, що безалтернативні вибори при-- 
водять до застою. несподобалось також багатьом в 
«більшості», що дехто піддав критиці річний звіт 
президента Суспільної Служби. В своєму звіті пан 
Дячук згадав про кількох покійних членів, а також 
про щорічний вечір подяки добровольцям. Як ка- 
жуть у народі: «Який звіт, така й оцінка». 

Хочеться сподіватись, що як члени «більшості» 
так і «меншості» чогось навчились з цих зборів і в 
майбутньому більше не доведеться повторювати ті 
ж самі помилки. 

Не потрібно ображатись, або звинувачувати одні 
других. Співпраця принесе набагато більше користі. 
Але що найголовніше, залучивши багатьох HOBO— 
прибулих в свої ряди, Суспільна Служба дасть мож-- 
ливісь цим людям знайти себе, відчути себе потріб-- 
ними для української громади. 

В результаті це могло б стати поштовхом для омо-- 
лодшення багатьох українських канадських благо-- 
дійних організацій. 

int и ту Олександр Федько, Едмонтон 
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Belarus causes dispute with ОКкгаїпе | Will Tymoshenko and 


By David Marples 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The arrests that occurred at one 
of the commemorations of the Chornoby] disaster in Minsk 
have caused serious tensions with Ukraine, after the 
Belarusian authorities refused initially to release five Ukrai- 
nian citizens arrested near the residence of Belarus president 
Alexander Lukashenka. 

April 26 traditionally sees a large march in the centre of 
Minsk led by the political opposition. However, for the 19" 
anniversary two applications were sent to the Minsk city coun- 
cil. The first, from Maryna Bahdanovich, a member of the 
executive of the United Civic Party and Uladzimir Labkovich 
of the Belarusian Popular Front, requested a meeting near 
Bangalore Square on behalf of the “Ten” allied parties and 
groups. At the same time the Conservative Christian Party of 
the BPF (CCP BPF) appealed for a meeting in Yakub Kolas 
Square. The city authorities agreed to the former, but rejected 
the latter request. Instead, the CC BPF held its meeting in 
Kurapaty, a northern suburb of Minsk. 

However, whereas some of the opposition met legally at a 
church built to commemorate Chornobyl victims, about 150 
people assembled near the presidential residence to submit a 
petition on Chornobyl problems to the head of state. The group 
included Bahdanovich, in addition to members of the Youth 
Front, and leaders of youth movements from Russia and 
Ukraine. The militia quickly intervened and 33 people were 
arrested, including Bahdanovich, Zmitser Dashkevich of the 
Youth Front, 8 Russians, including correspondents of the Rus- 
sian Newsweek and Moskovskiy Komsomolets, and 5 Ukrai- 
nians from the organization “National Alliance”. The major- 
ity of those detained were taken to the Lenin militia depart- 
ment in Minsk. 

Most of the arrested foreign nationals received sentences 
of 9-15 days in prison causing immediate consternation in 
Russia and Ukraine. In Moscow on April 29, leaders of the 
Oborona youth organization, Yabloko, and the Union of Right 
Forces held a meeting to demand the immediate release of 
their colleagues. In St Petersburg, a picket began outside the 
Belarusian Consulate. The Belarusian Foreign Ministry main- 
tained that the two journalists detained had no accreditation 
to work in Minsk. At the request of the Russian Foreign Min- 
istry, the arrested Russians were released on April 30. 

The Ukrainians, however, were forced to serve out the terms 
of their detention, despite angry protests from the Ukrainian 
Foreign Ministry. Ukrainian Foreign Minister Boris Tarasyuk, 
maintained that Belarus was applying double standards, ig- 
noring requests for the release of it is citizens from Ukraine, 


while acquiescing to similar demands from Russia. Tarasyuk 
recalled that at a recent session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights, Ukraine had voted for a resolution criticizing 
Belarus for violations in this sphere. The Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry sent a note of protest to the Belarusian authorities, 
pointing out that requests from representatives from the Ukrai- 
nian Embassy in Minsk to see the arrested citizens were re- 
jected, which violated the 1963 Vienna Convention on Con- 
sular Relations. The Ukrainian diplomats were not even al- 
lowed to know the names of the detained protesters. 

The Ukrainians in question, who included a deputy of the 
Lutsk city council, Ihor Guz, who had been shouting “Today 
Ukraine, Tomorrow Belarus!,” went on hunger strike to pro- 
test their treatment, while the Belarusian authorities postponed 
a scheduled court hearing for May 2 to hear an appeal from 
the detained Ukrainians. In Kyiv, at least 10 tents were set up 
close to the Belarusian Embassy by the National Alliance, 
which also created symbolic anti-tank barrages with barbed 
wire. 

The contentious dispute realistically was a minor tempest. 
The detained protesters have been returned to Ukraine and 
are now banned from returning to Belarus for five years. The 
president of Belarus, meanwhile, was not even in Minsk on 
April 26, as he had begun his usual “working visit” to the 
contaminated regions of Homel and Vetka. Belarus is report- 
edly spending over $13 million to rehabilitate farmland in 
contaminated areas in 2005, a program that began in 2002, 
with some of the products exported to Russia (butter, cheese, 
milk, and others). 

However, this controversial campaign is less relevant to 
the April 26 protests than the political situation in Belarus, 
which led to the arrival in Belarus of activists from Russia 
and Ukraine. Plainly, also, the so-called Orange Revolution 
in Kyiv has caused consternation among the Belarusian au- 
thorities, exacerbated by the recent pronouncement of US 
President George W. Bush that Belarus is the “last remaining 
dictatorship in Europe” and that the USA will work with coun- 
tries in the region to ensure that the next presidential elec- 
tions are “free”. 

The harsh overreaction of official Minsk to protesters from 
its neighbors is a reflection of its fear of what has happened 
in Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan over the past five months. With 
an open border, there is little to prevent youth activists in 
Russia and Ukraine visiting Belarus with impunity, to pro- 
vide a new impetus for the hard-pressed Belarusian opposi- 
tion, and to the consternation of a regime that is now subject 
to unprecedented international attention. 


Yushchenko marks 100 days in office 


By Valentinas Mite 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko 
marked his first 100 days in office on May 3. During that 
time, he has won success on the international stage and boosted 
his popularity at home. However, serious economic problems 
continue to plague the economy. 

Yushchenko came to power in a popular movement dubbed 
the Orange Revolution. And 100 days after he took office, he 
remains the most popular politician in Ukraine. 

A recent poll by Democratic Initiatives Foundation put his 
popularity close to 60 percent. 

Volodymyr Horbach, an analyst at the Kyiv-based Institute 
of Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, said Yushchenko’s popularity 
is steadily rising. “The president’s popularity has increased 
throughout the period of 100 days,” he said. “It is happening 
because the Ukrainian people are ready to trust this president 
and to trust these political standards he presents.” 

At the same time, the number of those who believe 
Yushchenko is heading in the wrong direction has fallen. Last 
September — as the Orange Revolution gathered force — 26 
percent disapproved of Yushchenko. Today that number has 
dropped to 21 percent. 

Horbach said there is a tendency for people who previously 
opposed Yushchenko to either be neutral toward him or to 
support him. 

Analysts say Yushchenko’s first 100 days show that the 
new authorities differ from former administrations in many 
aspects. 

Stuart Hensel of the London-based Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU) said Yushchenko made a strong start by putting a 
good team in place. “He has sent very strong signals that he 
and his new team are going to seriously address the legacy 
that they inherited from the [former President Leonid] 
Kuchma era,” he said. 

Yushchenko is trying to fight corruption and to improve 
the transparency of the political process and these are the steps 
people want to see, the analyst said. 

The government has promised to investigate hundreds of 
officials from the former Kuchma administration and crimi- 
nal charges have already been filed against some of them. 

The most visible case is that of Borys Kolesnykov, head of 
the Donetsk Oblast Council, who is in prison awaiting trial 
on charges of extortion. Analysts say this case, along with a 
court decision thatthe privatization of the giant Kryvorizhstal 


enterprise in 2004 was illegal, indicates for many that the 
government is serious in its anticorruption struggle. 

However, Yushchenko’s biggest achievements are in the 
field of foreign policy. The president has devoted 29 days to 
12 foreign trips and strongly announced that his country wants 
to join the EU and NATO. 

Hensel says Yushchenko has managed a breakthrough in 
relations with the West: “I think he has been very successful 
at changing perceptions in the EU and in the other Western 
organizations about what sort of a partner they can find in 
Ukraine. I think he has managed to put together a team of 
foreign policy advisers who now go to Brussels and make 
commitments that the EU thinks Ukraine will honor, which 
is a major change from what existed under Kuchma.” 

Hensel says Yushchenko has also managed to improve 
Ukrainian relations with Russia, which had reached a nadir 
when Russian President Vladimir Putin supported 
Yushchenko’s rival Viktor Yanukovych during last year’s 
Ukrainian presidential election. 

Ukraine hopes that the EU will grant it “market-economy” 
status by June and it hopes to join the World Trade Organiza- 
tion later this year. 

However, administrative measures taken by the government 
to counter the effects of rising oil prices and food costs have 
come under fire from the opposition as well as economists 
who say that they are too aggressive and inefficient in the 
long run. 

Hensel says this tendency causes some concern: “There 
has been a tendency under the new government to continue 
to rely on some of the administrative measures and instru- 
ments that the previous regime also used to use, that the op- 
position used to criticize them in the past. And I think this 
new government on occasion has showed the tendency to do 
the same thing.” 

A new budget adopted in March has 24 percent more money 
earmarked for pensions and 57 percent more for public wages. 
As a result, popular incomes went up by 25 percent, but the 
increase in social spending has also led to inflation equaling 
4.4 percent in the first quarter of the year. 

Horbach says Yushchenko cannot behave differently be- 
cause he has strongly promised a better life for his voters. 

Horbach also says administrative measures are being used 
only because the Ukrainian economy is still in a transition 
and market regulation is needed for a while. 


Yushchenko enter 
elections together? 


By Oleg Varfolomeyey 

(Jamestown Foundation)—According to recent polls, 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko has greatly ben- 
efited from the Orange Revolution and the ensuing popular 
optimism. She and her Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc are very popu- 
lar now, three months after she became prime minister and a 
year ahead of the next parliamentary elections. Meanwhile 
President Viktor Yushchenko’s new endeavor — People’s 
Union Our Ukraine (NSNU) — does not seem capable of 
inheriting the popularity of its predecessor, the Our Ukraine 
Bloc. If this trend continues, Tymoshenko may try to go it 
alone in the elections because she would still have to play the 
role of a junior partner in any alliance with President 
Yushchenko. 

A poll conducted by the Barometer sociological service in 
April revealed that the Tymoshenko Bloc’s popularity has 
more than doubled since February, growing from 6.6% to 
15.4%. Meanwhile the NSNU, which Yushchenko founded 
in early March with an eye toward next year’s parliamentary 
polls, had the backing of 20.7% of Ukrainians. This was con- 
siderably lower than Our Ukraine’s 32.3% in February. Last 
week Barometer and the Sofia and Penta think tanks jointly 
released the results of an opinion poll that showed popular 
trust in Tymoshenko at 50.5%. A somewhat earlier poll by 
the Democratic Initiatives Foundation and the Kyiv Interna- 
tional Institute of Sociology had produced even more stun- 
ning figures. According to that survey, popular trust in 
Tymoshenko equals that of Yushchenko: 54.2% of Ukraini- 
ans “supported Tymoshenko’s activities” against 
Yushchenko’s 54%. 

Tymoshenko’s popularity has not grown by accident. 
Though her record as prime minister has not been objectively 
strong, she has been using the strength of television and her 
populist rhetoric to full effect. She was the only top official 
to publicly back a controversial appreciation of the hryvnia 
on April 20-21. While Yushchenko and especially Econom- 
ics Minister Serhiy Teryokhin sharply criticized the central 
bank’s move, Tymoshenko came forward to defend the bank, 
saying that the currency was strengthening along with the 
government. Tymoshenko publicly claimed credit for nego- 
tiating lower gasoline prices with Russian oil companies, 
though later, in an interview with Ukrayina moloda, 
Yushchenko revealed that he was actually the one who settled 
the gasoline price problem in a telephone conversation with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on April 20. Tymoshenko 
also promised to lower meat prices on the domestic market, 
blaming market traders, rather than high inflation and ineffi- 
cient agriculture, for high prices. Her widely publicized idea 
of government tenders to buy meat directly from farmers in 
order to bring the prices down, however, has been a total fail- 
ure, as farmers have not hurried to sell meat cheaply. But this 
policy initiative failed to produce a good TV story and did 
not garner public attention. 

Many of Tymoshenko’s mistakes as prime minister go un- 
noticed by the general public. And Yushchenko, wanting to 
maintain the unity of the governing coalition ahead of the 
elections, abstains from openly criticizing Tymoshenko. In 
fact, summing up the Cabinet of Ministers’ meeting on April 
27 he, іп his own words, “gave the highest assessment” of the 
Tymoshenko cabinet’s performance. Replying to this com- 
ment, Tymoshenko emotionally revealed before television 
cameras that those were “the most pleasant words” that she 
had heard from Yushchenko since the beginning of April. Her 
timeline recalls that Yushchenko unexpectedly cancelled 
Tymoshenko’s scheduled trip to Moscow in mid-April, 
prompting the Russian mass media to circulate rumors of 
Tymoshenko’s imminent dismissal. Both Yushchenko and 
Tymoshenko promptly denied the gossip. 

Public praise from Yushchenko contributes to 
Tymoshenko’s growing popularity. This naturally makes 
Tymoshenko’s bloc, directly associated with her because it 
carries her name —Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc — more popu- 
lar. In the meantime Yushchenko’s NSNU continues to suffer 
from an identity crisis. Unlike Tymoshenko’s party, it does 
not carry the Yushchenko “brand name.” At the same time, 
the major right-of-center parties that had formed the core of 
Our Ukraine — the Ukrainian People’s Party of Yuriy 
Kostenko and the People’s Movement of Ukraine — have 
remained outside the NSNU. Finance Minister Viktor 
Pynzenyk’s Our Ukraine party is still negotiating a merger 
with the NSNU, apparently seeking better terms. This horse- 
trading has failed to strengthen the NSNU, whose problems 
become more pronounced against the background of the 
Tymoshenko Bloc’s growing popularity. At the NSNU’s 
founding congress in March, Yushchenko advertised an alli- 
апсе with the Tymoshenko Bloc for the 2006 parliamentary 
elections. It was quite obvious then that Tymoshenko’s party 
would be the junior partner. Two months after the Yushchenko 
party’s creation, Tymoshenko’s party looks too popular — 
and Tymoshenko herself too ambitious — to agree to that 
secondary role. 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Ukrainian Canadian Professional and 
Business Association of Toronto honoured 
long-time MPP and Ontario cabinet minister 
John Yaremko at its 70" anniversary com- 
memorative banquet held at the Ukrainian 
National Federation’s Trident Banquet Hall, 
May 8. 

Yaremko has “a list of accomplishments 
staggering for one man’, said UCPBA Presi- 
dent Roman Nazarewycz in presenting the 
Lifetime Achievement Award’s bulava to the 
parliamentarian whose career spanned close 
to a quarter of a century. 

Yaremko was the first Canadian of Ukrai- 
nian origin to be elected to a Parliament 
(1951-1975) in Eastern Canada and the first 
member of a Provincial Government. He 
served as minister from 1958 to 1974 through 
six general elections, under three Premiers in 
seven portfolios. 

“Thought and determination have been the 
hallmarks of this man’s life. He put himself 
through university and law school by work- 
ing in steel plants and on farms, and through 
the scholarships that his eager intelligence 
brought his way. 

“Early in his career he enunciated the prin- 
ciple that no student should go without a higher 
education at the university level because of 
financial restrictions,” stated the UCPBA 
Toronto’s program booklet for the banquet. 

In accepting the award, an emotional 
Yaremko recalled what it was like growing 
up in a working-class district of Hamilton, 
populated mostly by European immigrants, 
during the Depression years. 

“In those days, if anyone fell ill it was a 
tragedy. The whole community knew that they 
were going to lose their home. The father went 
to the hospital, couldn’t pay (the bills) and 
the hospital would take the house away from 


John Yaremko holds the bulava presented to 
him by Roman Nazarewycz. 


the family... that is why there are anti-dis- 
crimination laws today, that’s why there is 
student aid to go to university, that’s where 
there are fair labor laws... that’s why we have 
health care — not OHIP (Ontario health In- 
surance Plan), but OHAP — Ontario Hospi- 
tal Assistance Plan. My life experience had 
taught me that those were the things that a 
government should do.” 

His father, an illiterate labourer arrived in 
Canada іп 1912, planning to settle on a home- 
stead in Manitoba, but when he told the ticket 
in Montreal he wanted to go “West”, instead 
of “the West”, he ended up in Welland, Ont. 
A few years later he moved to Hamilton. 

Though both his parents had no formal 
schooling, they emphasized the importance 
of education, especially his mother who taught 
him about Taras Shevchenko, said Yaremko. 

He and his childhood friend Charles 
Zelinski became the fist kids in their neigh- 
borhood to attend a collegiate high school, as 
opposed to a trade school, and Yaremko be- 


Malarek honoured with Shevchenko Medal 


(UkrNews)—Investigative journalist Viktor 
Malarek, who’s most recent book, “The 
Natasha” exposes the sex trade which exploits 
women from East European countries, includ- 
ing Ukraine, was presented with the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress’ Shevchenko Medal 
at the Ukrainian Canadian Professional and 
Business Association 70" anniversary banquet 
in Toronto, May 8. 

“As Canadian Ukrainians we need to be, 
and must be part of the solution because these 
women and girls are our sisters,” he said. 

“Every single one of us must keep in mind 
this one paramount fact — these young 
women and girls are the potential mothers of 
a fledgling nation. What will become of them 
and what will become of Ukraine if we con- 
tinue to ignore this crisis?” 

Malarek added that the “selling of women 
and girls as slaves into the worldwide sex mar- 
ket in this 21st century is an affront to the 
dignity of all women. It is an affront to the 


Viktor Malarek accepts the Shevehientol Бий 
from UCC National President Orysia Sushko. 


universality of human rights and it shames 
each and every one of us. 

“What happen to these women and girls 
once they are in the clutches of brothel own- 
ers and pimps is the stuff of nightmares. They 
are literally trafficked into the апіе-гоот of 
hell where their spirit and bodies are broken. 

“Tragically, the victims of this vicious trade 
experience so very little of life before they 
witness the absolute, very worst of human- 
ity.” 

Malarek has been a journalist for three de- 
cades. Currently, he is a reporter on CTV’s 
current affairs show W-5. 

From 2000 to June 2003, he was the inves- 
tigations editor for The Globe and Mail, 
Canada’s national newspaper, and from 1990 
to 2000, Malarek was a host of the CBC’s 
award winning, investigative documentary 
current affairs show: ‘The Fifth Estate.’ 

Often described as a crusading reporter, 
Malarek began his career in journalism as a 
copy boy at Weekend Magazine in Montreal 
in 1968. Two years later, he joined The 
Montreal Star as a police reporter and was 
one of the first journalists to report on the 1970 
FLQ-October Crisis. A year later, he broke a 
front page story that would set the stage for 
his move into the world of investigative jour- 
nalism. The story involved three teenage boys 
who hanged themselves with skate laces in a 

sorely mismanaged Montreal juvenile deten- 
tion centre over the Christmas holidays. 

In 1976, Malarek joined The Globe and 
Mail, where he garnered three prestigious 
Governor General Awards for “meritorious 
public service journalism.” 

Aside from “The Natashas” Malarek has 
published four other non-fiction books. “Gut 
Instinct” was published in 1996 and traces the 
investigations during his 20-year career. 
“Merchants of Misery”, published in 1989, 
took sharp aim at Canada’s illegal drug scene. 
Malarek’s probe of Canada’s immigration and 
refugee system for The Globe and Mail led to 
the publication in 1986 of “Haven’s Gate”. 
His first book: “Hey ... Malarek!” hit the book 
stores in 1984. It documents his troubled and 
tumultuous childhood and teenage years while 
in the so-called care of the Quebec child wel- 
fare system. In 1988, it was made into a fea- 
ture movie. 
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UCPBA Toronto honours John Yaremko 


came the first to follow up with a university 
education. 

It was during this time, when he hitch-hiked 
a ride back to Hamilton with an Orthodox 
Church Choir bus that he met his future wife, 
Mpyroslava, the daughter of one of the Ortho- 
dox Church’s founders and a community ac- 
tivist. 

It was she who “taught me everything that 
anyone would need to know in a lifetime, of 
being Ukrainian.” 

Myroslava passed away on March 28, less 
than two months after the couple celebrated 
their 60" wedding anniversary on Feb. 3. 

Yaremko was called to the Bar in 1944 in 
absentia because of Military service, joined 
the UCPBA in 1946 and first ran for office 
against the sitting Communist member for 
Bellwoods in 1951. 

He recalled the great support he had from 
the UCPBA in that campaign and from the 
grandparents of current Etobicoke Centre MP 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj, who put up a huge sign 
on the fence of the Future Bakery sign only 


to have it torn down. 

But that so infuriated the neighbourhood 
that he won all three subdivisions there in the 
election that followed, Yaremko recalled. 

Wrzesnewskyj, in turn, said Yaremko was 
the first politician he encountered as a child. 

“What a humbling experience it is to fol- 
low in your footsteps and what an honour.” 

Opposition Leader Stephen Harper noted 
the “tremendous work ethic” of Yaremko, 
noting that he “drew upon his ingrained hab- 
its of hard work and diligence to break through 
any barrier he found to become an MPP,” ina 
letter read by Jurij Klufas, the Conservative 
candidate of record for Parkdale High Park. 

Etobicoke Lakeshore MPP Laurel Broten 
read a letter from Ontario Premier Dalton 
McGuinty who said: 

“Over a remarkable 23-year career this 
great parliamentarian was a pioneer in the area 
of respect for human rights and appreciation 
for diversity. Ontarians owe Mr. Yaremko a 
debt of gratitude for his vision and devoted 
service.” 


Next phase of multiculturalism is 
embracing diversity, keynote speaker Says 


(UkrNews)—The next phase of 
multiculturalism will be “to have diversity in 
our country embraced in the fabric of our so- 
ciety,” said the keynote speaker at the ban- 
quet marking the 70" anniversary of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Busi- 
ness Association of Toronto, May 8. 

Senator Raynell Andreychuk said Ukrai- 
nian professional and business clubs across 
Canada will have a unique role to play in this 
process of bringing Ukrainian thinking and 
culture to the world. 

“The sense of justice when you read 
Shevchenko is not about just Ukrainian people 
it’s about human rights around the world.” 

She also said Ukrainians have to stand to- 
gether with other Canadians in getting an apol- 
ogy for internment and for “Canada to stand 
with Ukraine at the United Nations to have 
the famine-genocide recognized.” 

“By showing the richness and vastness of 
our culture.... our language, the commitments 
to our values that have been honed over cen- 
turies, the history, the arts the letters I think 
that we’ve proven that we are part of a cul- 
tural fabric of Canada,” she added. 

Sen. Andreychuk cited Canadian Idol run- 
ner-up Theresa Sokyrka as an example of the 
new wave of Canadians. 

The first CD for the Ukrainian Canadians 
singer from Saskatoon will be a jazz one. 

“She is creating Ukrainian fabrics in areas 
where they haven’t been. She is being herself 
and being allowed to be that.” 

The first phase of multiculturalism was the 
one experienced by her parents, who came in 
1928 and 1939 respectively, “their struggle 
was just to be accepted as part of the Cana- 
dian fabric,” she said. 

“Think of coming to Canada to turn around 
to go back to fight in a war. Think about know 
knowing whether you'll come back ог not. 
Not knowing if the country that you come to 
is going to cherish and appreciate what you 
are doing.” 

The second phase was "То stand up and say 
that we were equal Canadians.” It was this 
phase that brought about the Multiculturalism 
Act and the many breakthroughs of previous 
barriers accomplished over the past 30 years. 

She said that Ukrainian professional and 
business associations across Canada “have 
been role models and you’ve been advocates 
for the Ukrainian community and for the pro- 
fessional and business community.” 

Speaking on behalf of the federal govern- 
ment, Etobicoke Centre MP Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj noted that the UCPBA was 
founded by members of the first and second 
wave of immigration, then joined by those 
from the third and fourth. 

“All four of those waves of immigration 
have something in common. They left a coun- 
try that did not give them a chance for a land 
of opportunity — Canada. And this past fall 
there was an Orange revolution and tremen- 
dous change is taking place in Ukraine. To- 


Senator Terence 


day we have a new set of circumstances — a 
new Ukraine and huge opportunities.” 

He predicted a fifth wave that will go back 
to Ukraine “to help fulfill this new promise.” 

Ina letter read by Jurij Klufas, the Conser- 
vative Party’s candidate of record in Parkdale 
High Park, Opposition Leader Stephen Harper 
said the UCPBA “has played a vital role in 
Toronto and across Canada with your contri- 
butions to our nation.” 

Reading greetings from Ontario Premier 
Dalton McGuinty, Etobicoke Lakeshore MPP 
Laurel Broten said “since its foundation in 
1935, the UCPBA Toronto has been a pre- 
eminent voice of Ukrainian enterprise in the 
Toronto area. This fine organization also 
works diligently to preserve the rich, vibrant 
Ukrainian Canadian cultural heritage.’ 

Speaking on behalf of the National Coun- 
cil of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, its 
president, Orysia Sushko said the “Congress 
is indebted to the Ukrainian Business and Pro- 
fessional community for the tremendous sup- 
port of our successful Democratic Freedom 
in Ukraine appeal, initiated to garner funds 
for our Observer Project during the recent 
presidential elections in Ukraine. The com- 
mitment and efforts of our community 
touched the hearts of the Ukrainian nation, 
and will forever be recognized as playing an 
enormous par in Ukraine’s democratic future, 
impacting Ukrainians all over the world.” 

Markian Shwec, President of the UCC’s 
Toronto Branch said: “The skill and leader- 
ship potential in this room is matched by no 
other Ukrainian organization in Canada. 

“And that’s why I call upon each and every 
one of you, present here today, to join together 
in helping us make our upcoming mission in 
March of 2006 (for Ukraine’s parliamentary 
elections) even more successful.” 

Master of Ceremonies Raya Shadursky said 
the UCPBA helped unite Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans through economic activities at a time they 
were greatly divided along political and reli- 
gious lines. 

Entertainment was provided by the Arkan 
Dancers and the Metelytsia Quartet. 
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Ді wis 


Alberta is honoured to welcome Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and 
His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh. 


Join in the 2005 Centennial Royal Visit as part of Alberta’s centennial celebrations. 
From May 23 to May 25, Her Majesty and His Royal Highness will join Albertans to 


Credit Hor Majesty Tho Queen in Right of Canada / The Department of Canadian Hontage 


celebrate the province's past and imagine its future. 


Albertans are invited to the following public events: 
Royal Visit Edmonton 


Monday, May 23 - The Royal Couple 
Alberta Centennial Kick-Off Party (ticketed event) 
Commonwealth Stadium — 1:00 pm 


Tuesday, May 24 - Her Majesty The Queen 
Designation Ceremony and Centennial Program 
The Provincial Museum of Alberta 
Entertainment and festivities — 9:30 am 
Royal Walkabout at the Legislature 
Entertainment and festivities on the south Legislature grounds 
beginning at 11:00 am 


Wednesday, May 25 - The Royal Couple 
City of Edmonton Welcome and Royal Walkabout 
Edmonton City Hall/Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Entertainment and festivities — 9:30 am to 1:00 pm 


Royal Visit Calgary 


Wednesday, May 25 - The Royal Couple 
City of Calgary Centennial Celebration (ticketed event) 
Pengrowth Saddledome — 1:30 pm 


In addition to their public events, the Royal Couple will also take part in a number of other activities 
during the visit: 


Tuesday, May 24 
Her Majesty The Queen will deliver an address in the Legislative Assembly Chamber of the Legislature Building. 


The Duke of Edinburgh will take an aerial tour of Alberta oil sands projects near Fort McMurray. He will then return 
to Edmonton for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Ceremony at City Hall. 


Wednesday, May 25 
The Royal Couple will tour the Museum of the Regiments in Calgary and meet privately with membe 
Her Majesty’s Canadian Regiments. 


For more information about Royal Visit events, call 310-4455 (toll-free from anywhere in Alberta) or 1 


. 
.- з 


С 
Celebrate our past. Imagine our future. рога 22% Alberta Centennial 
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U of Aand CIUS honour the memory of Peter Jacyk 


By Anna Biscoe 

(CIUS)—The President of the 
University of Alberta Dr. Rod Fraser 
and the Canadian Institute of Ukrai- 
nian studies hosted an intimate din- 
ner on April 11 in which the memory 
and philanthropy of Peter Jacyk in 
support of Ukrainian studies were 
honoured. The evening also marked 
the 16" anniversary of the Peter 
Jacyk Centre for Ukrainian Histori- 
cal Research, which was established 
at Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 


лева 


Studies at the U of A іп 1989. 

In his remarks, Dr. Fraser spoke 
of Ukrainian studies as being one of 
the steeples of excellence at the U 
of A. He noted that the Peter Jacyk 
Centre and CIUS maintained a high 
standard of scholarship, research 
and publications, all of which were 
very important to Jacyk. He also re- 
called that in his 10 years as presi- 
dent of the U of A, Jacyk had given 
one of the best convocation speeches 
when he was conferred with an 


101-888 


honourary doctorate in 1995. 

To mark the special relationship 
between the university and Peter 
Jacyk, Dr. Fraser presented his 
daughter Nadia Jacyk with a portrait 
of her father, commissioned by the 
University. The portrait by 
Edmonton artists Izabella Orzelski- 
Konikowski and Bogdan 
Konikowski includes pictures and 
photographs which highlight impor- 
tant milestones in Peter Jacyk’s life. 

In her thank you to for the tribute 
bj tent ‘216-595-7898, 1-886-548-9868 


Emall: info@1018888.com 
Internet: www, 1018888.com 
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Central portion of the portrait of the late Peter Jacyk that was presented 
to his daughter, Nadia Jacyk, in recognition of his outstanding contribu- 
tion to Ukrainian studies at CIUS, University of Alberta. 
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| CHAMBER CHOIR | 


to her father’s memory and the por- 
trait, Nadia Jacyk spoke of his high 
regard for the U of Aand CIUS, and 
his appreciation of the excellent 
work being carried out in Ukrainian 
studies. 

The Peter Jacyk Centre for Ukrai- 
nian Historical Research was cre- 
ated on the basis of a million dollar 
endowment from Peter Jacyk and 
matched with a $2 million grant 
from the Government of Alberta. 
Today, that endowment has grown 
to over $7 million and supports 
projects and publications, many of 
which Peter Jacyk had selected. 

Dr. Zenon Kohut, director of 


CIUS, spoke highly of how impor- 


sustaining Ukrainian scholarship at 
the university level. Dr. Frank 
Sysyn, director of the Jacyk Centre, 
outlined the work of the centre and 
in particular, gave an update on the 
progress of the monumental trans- 
lation project of Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky’s 10-volume History of 
Ukraine-Rus’. He concluded by say- 
ing that Peter Jacyk was greatly 
missed. 

Among those present at the 
evening were Judith Fraser and 
members of the board of directors 
the Petro Jacyk Educational Foun- 
dation (of which Nadia Jacyk is 
president): Dr. Jeanette Bayduza, 
Eugene Zalucky, Dr. Peter Jacyk, 
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A high quality Live Concert CD, featuring the acclaimed KYIV Chamber Choir, 
recorded at their November 2004 performance in Toronto’s George Weston Recital Hall 


“You will have a chance to hear what the 
critics and audiences were raving about.” 


CBC Radio “Choral Concerts” 
Broadcast January 9, 2005 


“Hobdych put on a master class in choral 
conducting...His choir’s precision and 
musicality were remarkable. Their 
creative presentation transformed 
adlitional folk tunes into art music. 


Visit our Website at: 
www.cdbynet.net 


CD’S: $21.50 
(includes shipping) 
Make cheques payable to: 
DOTCOM RECORDINGS INC. 
3044 Bloor St., W. #115 


Toronto, ON, M8X 2У8 
Please include your mailing address with your order 


OR 


Order Toll Free in 1-877-232-9835 
Canada & U.S.A. 1-877-CD BY TEL 


In Toronto Call: (416) 242-5025 


tant Jacyk’s contributions were in Walter Jacyk, Andriy Brygidyr. 


Ukrainians taking control 
of their destiny: MP 


By Kris Ketonen, The Chronicle-Journal, Thunder Bay, May 9, 2005 

Thunder Bay’s Ukrainian population learned first-hand Sunday (May 
8) about Canada’s role in bringing democracy to Ukraine during an ad- 
dress by the man who spearheaded the Canadian effort. 

Borys Wrzesnewskyj (L-Etobicoke Centre) addressed a crowd of more 
than 50 people at the Prosvita Society on Simpson Street about Canada’s 
efforts to help Ukrainians effect political change during controversial elec- 
tions last fall. 

“We can really be proud of Canada’s role,’ Wrzesnewskyj said in an 
interview. “Canada was at the forefront internationally. 

“We see the evolution of (former prime minister) Lester B. Pearson’s 
vision of Canada’s role in the world,” he said. “Lester B. Pearson envi- 
sioned that Canadian men and women would not travel to trouble spots in 
the world as soldiers, but as peacekeepers. 

“That’s how Canada brings democracy to the world; not the way the 
Americans do. That’s Canada’s role.” 

Canada sent 500 official observers to ensure the Ukrainian election was 
fair, Wrzesnewskyj said. It was the first country to pledge observers, and 
several others followed. 

Wrzesnewskyj spearheaded the effort because he’d been working on 
human rights issues in Ukraine in the late 1980s and got involved in the 
independence movement. 

Widespread allegations of corruption, fraud and voter intimidation 
plagued the Ukrainian election, sparking the Orange Revolution, a series 
of protests and political events that proved instrumental in getting the 
results of the first and contested vote — which saw re-election of Viktor 
Yanukovych — annulled by Ukraine courts. 

Wrzesnewskyj said Canada was prepared to bring Yanukovych up on 
charges in international court if Ukraine hadn’t taken that step. 

Orange was chosen as it was the colour of opposition candidate Viktor 
Yushchenko’s campaign. 

Yushchenko won the second vote, and is now president of Ukraine. 

When the election controversy struck, Wrzesnewskyj took his concerns 
to Prime Minister Paul Martin’s office, which offered its 
support. Wrzesnewskyj put forth a motion that resulted in an emergency 
debate on the election in October, and was instrumental in sending Cana- 
dian observers to Ukraine. 
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Theresa greets her fans at the CD launch. 


Sales soar as Theresa 
launches her CD nationwide 


By Al Kachkowski 
Compiled from sources that include Theresa’s concert 
program and the Saskatoon Star Phoenix. 

Theresa Sokyrka, Canadian Idol runner-up, launched 
her debut album “These Old Charms” on April 26. The 
album, distributed by Maple Music/Universal/Records, 
appeared in stores across the country that day. It 
promptly became the number one selling album in 
Saskatchewan, fourth in national sales and second to 
Bruce Springstein’s “Devils and Dust’, for the best 
selling new release in Canada. 

Theresa appeared for an autograph session in Saska- 
toon the afternoon of release day and was greeted by a 
line-up that stretched to the back of the store. Sokyrka 
took time to visit and pose for photographs with young 
and old alike. 

The launch actually began two days earlier, at 
Theresa’s concert at Centennial Auditorium. Just un- 
der 2,000 fans attended the concert and had “first dibs” 
on the album which was sold along with other memo- 
rabilia at the event. 

A children’s evening was held at the Odeon Event 
Centre the next evening. Over 300 young fans enjoyed 
meeting Theresa and hearing her perform. An adult 
evening was held at the Event Centre the following 
Thursday. 

Theresa has released her album independently and 
does not have the backing of a major label. With over 
11,000 units sold in the first week, the results were 
deemed “a real cause for celebration” by Matt 
Smallwood, director of sales at MapleNationWide. Few 
independent releases manage to sell even 5,000 units. 
Smallwood added, “Theresa has worked very hard to 
achieve these amazing results. We’re all very proud of 
her accomplishments.” Theresa’s comments on the re- 
sults were, “Unbelievable. It’s an amazing sense of ac- 
complishment.” 

These Old Charms includes several of the songs per- 
formed by Theresa on Canadian Idol and three songs 
she wrote herself, the best known of which is “Turned 
My Back”. 

Theresa remains on a busy schedule of performing. 
She appears in the province’s major centennial celebra- 
tion, the Lieutenant Governor’s Gala at the Credit Union 


Centre on May 19, which will have Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth П in attendance. Theresa will be the feature 
performer at one evening in the Bessborough Garden 
at the Jazz Festival in June and will be touring Ontario 
this summer with a new band . 

Theresa was named Youth Ambassador for the Prov- 
ince of Saskatchewan for its Centennial Year 2005. Con- 
currently with this appointment she was awarded the 
province’s Medal of Honour by Lynda Haverstock, 
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan. Part of her role 
as Youth Ambassador, will be to make 25 performing 
appearances throughout the province. In February she 
was nominated as a candidate to be a spokesperson for 
UNESCO and their Associated Schools Project Net- 
work extending to 190 member countries world wide. 
She shares this distinction with notable Canadians such 
as Buffy St. Marie and Celine Dionne. Theresa has ap- 
peared for interviews on several ‘nationally televised 
broadcasts. Her interview on CBC Radio International 
was broadcast into Ukraine. Last December, Theresa 
participated in a Military Show Tour, entertaining in- 
ternational peace keepers and the Canadian armed 
forces in Egypt and Israel. 

Theresa attended the Ukrainian-English bilingual 
program at St. Goretti School in Saskatoon. She took 
voice and violin lessons and was a soloist with the 
Lastiwka Choir. 

Sokyrka studied music at Red Deer College in Alberta. 
She taught herself guitar and to write and perform her 
own compositions. 

With encouragement from her sister Christina (also 
an accomplished recording artist with the trio 
Voloshky), Theresa auditioned for the Canadian Idol 
contest. After 21 weeks of competition and elimina- 
tion of over 9,000 contestants, Theresa emerged in 
second place. 

Lone Calvert, Premier of Saskatchewan, attended the 
final show of Canadian Idol in Toronto, where he said, 
“Theresa, you have won the hearts of a city, a province 
and a nation!” 

Sokyrka is proud of being an independent musician 
and is planning to feature her own material on a sec- 
ond album that she will begin working on this fall. Her 
website is <www.theresafanclub.com>. 
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Theresa at Saskatoon’s Ukrainian Day in the Park, August 2004. 


To purchase on line: www.theresafanciub.com 
Or call 1-866-566-1341 
for Visa & Mastercard purchases. 


THERESA SOKYRKA IN Concert 


Sunday June 12 - 7:30 BM. 


Winspear Centre, 


FOR TICKETS: 


428-1414 
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Ющенко 


розповів 


Чорномирдіну, що дачу 
Путіну купили незаконно 


(Українська правда) "Президент Віктор 
Ющенко вважає, що ідея наявності в Криму 
санаторію для відпочинку високопостав- 
лених російських керівників заслуговує на 
увагу. 

4-го травня на прес-конференції в 
Сімферополі, відповідаючи на запитання 
про продаж санаторію "Гліцинія", пре- 
зидент відзначив, що це питання "дуже 
специфічне". 

Ющенко повідомив, що з питання 
продажу "Гліцинії" "були проведені на тех-- 
нічному рівні переговори з російською 
стороною". 

"Питання, що було сформоване попе- 
редньою адміністрацією президента й та 
концепція, що була запропонована - вона 
конфліктує з національним законом", - 
сказав Ющенко. 

"Це, я б сказав, брудне питання, і тому 
кілька тижнів тому ми направили в Кон- 
ституційний суд України матеріали із 
проханням розглянути ряд дій, які почала 
попередня адміністрація щодо земель і 
об'єктів нерухомості в Криму", - сказав 
Ющенко. 

Президент додав, що, зокрема, це 
стосується декількох десятків об'єктів, у 
тому числі й санаторію "Гліцинія". 

"Розуміючи, що наявність такого об'єкта 


як база відпочинку російських членів уряду, 
це питання заслуговує на увагу", - додав 
Ющенко. 

"Ми уважно до цього поставимося й 
запропонуємо чесну, публічну й законну 
альтернативу у вивченні цієї проблеми, щоб 
обидві сторони тут продемонстрували 
прозорість, публічність і на скандальних 
об'єктах не формували свої відносини", - 
сказав він. 

За словами президента, таке своє бачення 
у вирішенні даного питання він передав 
послові Росії в Україні Віктору Чорно- 
мирдіну кілька днів тому, повідомляє 
Інтерфакс-Україна. 

Як відомо, керівник головного Конт- 
рольно-ревізійного управління Микола 
Сивульский повідомив, що дача Nel СРСР 
"Плщинія" була продана в обхід заборони 
на приватизацію. 

За його словами, екс-керівник Держ- 
управсправами України Ігор Бакай передав 
рухоме й нерухоме майно "Тліцинії" Між- 
народному дитячому центру "Артек", ди- 
ректор якого його продав "Внешторг- 
банку". Той у свою чергу виступав від імені 
управління справами президента Росії. 

Через два тижні відбудеться спеціальне 
засідання Ради національної безпеки й 
оборони по ситуації із землею в Криму, 
заявив Ющенко. 


Луценко добрався до дачі Медведчука 


(Українська правда) Управління по 
боротьбі з організованою злочинністю 
Закарпатської області порушило кримі- 
нальну справу за фактом незаконної пере- 
дачі землі ФК "Динамо" Київ. 

Як повідомили Львівській газеті у 
департаменті по зв'язках із громадськістю 
Міністерства внутрішніх справ України, 
справу порушено стосовно колишнього 
голови Воловецької райдержадміністрації 
Лисого Андрія Петровича. 

Кримінальна справа порушена за озна- 
ками злочинів, передбачених ч.2 ст. 364 
(зловживання владою або службовим ста - 
новищем) і 4.3 ст.365 (перевищення влади 
або службових повноважень) Криміналь - 
ного кодексу України. 


Лисого звинувачують у тому, що протя -- 
гом 2003 - 2004 років він незаконно передав 
в оренду одному з закритих акціонерних 
товариств (ФК. "Динамо" Київ) земельну 
ділянку площею понад 122 га у Воло- 
вецькому та Жденієвському Держлісгос-- 
пах, чим наніс державі збиток на суму 689,9 
тисяч гривень. 

Як повідомило джерело з УБОЗУ, наразі 
до Лисого не вжито жодного запобіжного 
заходу, а справу передано до прокуратури. 
"Львівська газета" відзначає, що місцеві 
жителі називали невідомий об'єкт поблизу 
с. Жденієво, який офіційно називали базою 
відпочинку київського "Динамо", дачею для 
Віктора Медведчука. 


У Курочкіна забрали касу готелю "Дніпро" 


(Українська правда) Держуправління 
справами повідомляє про просування у 
вирішенні питання повернення до держ- 
власності київського готелю " "| ЯКИЙ 
контролювали структури оголошеного в 
розшук Максима Курочкіна. 

Як повідомили "Інтерфакс-Україна" в 
Держуправлінні справами, судові позови та 
інші заходи, які здійснюються його керів- 
ництвом, спонукали так званих власників 
ТОВ "Дніпро-еліт" піти на певні поступки. 
74 травня 2005 року о 22 годині на стійці 
готелю вдалося встановити державні касові 
апарати, що дає можливість контролювати 
потоки готівки", - повідомив керівник Дер- 
жавного управління справами Ігор 
Тарасюк. 

За його словами, для того, щоб взяти під 
контроль безготівкові розрахунки, слід 
переукласти угоди, які встигло підписати з 
клієнтами ТОВ "Дніпро-еліт" протягом 
2005 року, на ВАТ "Дніпро" - підприємство 
Державного управління справами. 

За даними управління, на сьогодні ТОВ 
"Дніпро-еліт" уклало 129 договорів на 
надання готельних послуг, з яких 16 - з 
нерезидентами України. 

Як з'ясували фахівці Держуправління, 
частину угод укладено на свідомо 

невигідних для підприємства умовах і за 
свідомо заниженими цінами. 

"Знижки за деякими договорами сягають 


50%. Всі ці угоди будуть детально вивчені. 
У разі виявлення порушень умови угод 
будуть змінені", - сказав Тарасюк. 

"Таким чином, процес виконання вказівки 
президента Віктора Ющенка про повер- 
нення незаконно відчудженого майна до 
державної власності продовжується, і є 
упевненість, що "Дніпро" стане державним 
готелем". 

"Хоча для доведення справи до кінця 
Державному управлінню справами необ- 
хідно пройти ряд судових процесів", - 
відзначили в Держуправлінні. 

Як повідомив "Українській правді" керів- 
ник головного Контрольно-ревізійного уп- 
равління Микола Сивульській, розташо- 
ваний в центрі Києва готель "Дніпро" був 
переданий 28 грудня 2004 року у власність 
ТОВ "Дніпро-еліт" як цілісний майновий 
комплекс з оцінною власністю 92,2 млн. грн. 

Вважається, що за ТОВ "Дніпро-еліт" 
стоїть Курочкін, проти якого порушено 
мінімум три кримінальні справи в Україні. 
Під час виборів він був віце-президентом 
проянуковицького "Російського клубу". 

За словами Сивульського, сам факт 
передачі 10090 акцій ВАТ Готель "Дніпро" 
від Держтурадміністрації до управління 
ДУС, здійснений урядом Віктора 
Януковича за дорученням президента 
Леоніда Кучми, був незаконним, і під час 
його мала місце підробка документів. 
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Грузинський президент 
закликає Україну поширювати 
демократію в світі 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Президент Грузії Міхеїл Саакашвілі зак- 
ликає Україну та інші країни чорномор- 
ського регіону долучитися до поширення 
демократії в регіоні та у світі. З пропо- 
зицією зібрати нову Ялтинську конфе- 
ренцію, що подолала б старі розподіли та 
завершила б побудову цілісної та вільної 
Європи, він виступив на сторінках аме- 
риканської газети "Washington Post". Перші 
реакції з України на пропозицію грузин- 
ського президента були стриманими та 
критичними. 

Президент Грузії Михаїл Саакашвілі, 
який 10 травня приймав у себе американ- 
ського президента Джорджа Буша, вважає, 
що його країна у співпраці з партнерами 
може стати провідником демократії у світі. 

"Партнерство між США та Грузією - це 
не лише стратегічні інтереси, не лише 
нафтогони чи економічна та політична 
співпраця. Ми поділяємо спільні цінності 
та спільну віру в свободу і демократію», - 
сказав Михаїл Саакашвілі на прес-кон- 
ференції в Тбілісі. 

Заради поширення цих цінностей Михаїл 
Саакашвілі пропонує створити нову 
добровільну організацію під назвою нова 
Ялтинська конференція, яка матиме на меті 
консолідацію демократії в країнах Чорно- 
морського регіону та у сусідніх державах. 
Окремою метою організації грузинський 
президент називає поширення свободи в 
Білорусі, де, за словами Саакашвілі, народ 
потребує більшої підтримки для здобуття 
свободи. І третім пунктом програми пре- 
зидента Саакашвілі є поширення демокра- 
тії далеко за межами регіону аж до Зімбаб- 
ве, Бірми та Куби. 

Частково, за словами американського 
президента Джорджа Буша, Грузія цю 
програму вже втілює. 

"Минулого року, коли терористичне на- 
сильство зростало в Іраку, Грузія засвідчила 
свою мужність. Ви збільшили свій контин- 
гент у 5 разів. Гракський народ вдячний вам 
за це, як і американські партнери по ко- 


аліції. Коли афганський народ переміг 
терористів проведенням своїх перших в 
історії президентських виборів, грузинські 
солдати були поруч, щоб забезпечити їхню 
безпеку", - сказав Джордж Буш на бага- 
тотисячному мітингу в Тбілісі. 

Тим часом в офіційному Києві на 
пропозиції грузинського президента відре- 
агували зі стриманою зацікавленістю. 
Говорить заступник міністра закордонних 
справ України Антон Бутейко: 

"Україна завжди з належною увагою 
розглядає пропозиції інших держав, які 
адресовані Україні, а тим більше це буде 
стосуватися пропозиції глави держави 
дружньої нам Грузії". 

Українські експерти вважають грузин- 
ські пропозиції не зовсім відповідними 
статусу і розміру Грузії. Говорить директор 
Інституту Глобальних Стратегій Вадим 
Карасьов: 

“Y цій ініціативі Саакашвілі є прояви 
комплексу маленької країни. У вразливих 
у геополітичному сенсі країни особливо на 
тлі візиту глави супердержави є потяг до 
надамбітних проекті". 

На думку Вадима Карасьова, замість 
того, щоб нести демократію в Зімбабве і 
Бірму, країни Чорноморського регіону 
мали б перш за все зосередитися на власних 
проблемах. Успішне вирішення регіональ- 
них проблем сепаратизму, на думку Вадима 
Карасьова, було б більшим стимулом до 
розвитку демократії у світі, ніж створення 
нових спеціальних організацій. 

"Якщо в рамках ГУАМ Грузія разом з 
Україною, Молдовою та іншими країнами 
зможе продемонструвати вміння дипло- 
матично, тонко, тактично, гнучко ліквідо- 
вувати такі конфлікти, як Придністров'я, 
Абхазії та Південної Осетії. Ось тоді можна 
буде з почуттям гідності, толерантності та 
дипломатичної успішності висловлювати 
більш амбітні глобальні геополітичні про- 
екти і приступати до їхнього вирішення", - 
вважає директор Інституту глобальних 
стратегій Вадим Карасьов. 


Рішення Узбекистану вийти 13 
ГУ YAM не здивувало офіційний Київ 


Олександр Лащенко, Радіо Свобода 

Рішення керівництва Узбекистану 
залишити організацію ГУУАМ не є для 
України несподіванкою. Про це заявив 
сьогодні радіо "Свобода" речник україн- 
ського міністерства закордонних справ 
Дмитро Свистков. А на думку політолога 
Андрія Єрмолаєва, ГУАМ бракує екон- 
омічного потенціалу. 

За словами Дмитра Свисткова, такий 
крок Узбекистану щодо ГУУАМ ніяк не 
позначиться на відносинах цієї держави з 
Україною. Кожен учасник подібних 
об'єднань має право сам визначитися - 
залишатися в них чи ні. Речник 
українського МЗС: "Ця країна ще в 2002- 
му році тимчасово призупинила свою 
участь у діяльності об'єднання. Розши- 
рення співпраці у ГУ УАМ зумовлене сучас- 
ними політичними реаліями 1 свідчить про 
посилення ролі цього об'єднання в регіоні". 

Представники Узбекистану пояснюють 
рішення вийти із ГУУАМ тим, що 
об'єднання фактично перетворилося на 
політичну організацію. Узбекистан приєд- 
нався до квартету Україна, Грузія, Азер- 
байджан i Молдова шість років тому. А 
утворили ГУАМ двома роками раніше - у 
97-му. 

На думку політолога Андрія Єрмолаєва, 
порівнювати ГУАМ з іншими об'єд- 
наннями, такими, як СНД, навряд чи 
коректно. ГУАМ можна назвати невеликим 
дипломатичним об'єднанням, сказав 


експерт радіо "Свобода". Пан Єрмолаєв 
вбачає у діяльності ГУАМ як плюси, так і 
мінуси: "Плюси полягають у тому, що всі 
країни, які зараз об'єдналися в цей неве- 
личкий союз, заявляють про бажання бути 
партнерами Європейського Союзу. А в 
майбутньому навіть стати його членами. В 
усякому разі це стосується України, Мол- 
дови, частково Грузії й навіть Азербай- 

Крім того, у членів ГУАМ, у кожного з 
них є впливові сусіди-конкуренти, кон- 
статує політолог. Наприклад, в України це 
Росія, у Молдови - Румунія, у Грузії та 
Азербайджану - Туреччина. А разом, 
колективною дипломатією, легше відсто- 
ювати свої інтереси. Але Андрій Єрмолаєв 
указує і на мінуси у ГУАМ. Передусім — 
брак економічного потенціалу: " У цього 
союзу зараз, на жаль, немає серйозного 
геоекономічного підгрунтя для розвитку. 
На сьогодні більшість великих об'єднань, 
зокрема, Євросоюз, мають економічну 
основу. Цей союз навряд чи спроможеться 
створити серйозне власне економічне 
об'єднання". 

Тому, підсумовує Андрій Єрмолаєв, є 
загроза, що ГУАМ обмежиться політичною 
i дипломатичною співпрацею. Експерт 
прогнозує, що перспективи у ГУАМ мо- 
жуть з'явитися тоді, коли об'єднання стане 
політичним ядром ширшого економічного 
союзу. Як приклад пан Єрмолаєв наводить 
Чорноморську економічну спільноту. 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, May11 - 24, 2005, 11 - 24 травня, 2005 


13 


Мукоїа Lebed and the UPA| Victory Day sees 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—As the leaders of several former Soviet repub- 
lics prepared to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the 
end of World War II in Europe on May 9 in Moscow, Ukrai- 
nian President Viktor Yushchenko announced on March 5 that 
he wants to see a reconciliation between veterans of the So- 
viet armed forces and those who served in the Ukrainian Par- 
tisan Army (UPA) [UktNews note: ЮРА is most often referred 
to in English as the Ukrainian Insurgent Army]. 

This announcement prompted the publication on various 
pro-Russian websites in Ukraine of a number of articles de- 
nouncing the UPA as “German collaborators” and attacking 
Yushchenko’s statement. 

Natalia Vitrenko, a leader of Ukraine’s Progressive Social- 
ist Party, declared that she intends to present documents from 
the Nuremberg trials in which the UPA is listed as an organi- 
zation that participated in German war crimes. However, 
Ukrainian American historian Taras Hunczak says no such 
documents exist and Vitrenko has not produced any. For its 
part, Yushchenko’s government has said it will exhibit for- 
merly secret documents from its archives that purport to show 
that the UPA, along with other organizations, fought against 
the Germans. 

The story of the UPA and of its founder, Mykola Lebed, 
has been distorted in various ways for 60 years now. Soviet 
propagandists, Russian nationalists, and Ukrainian Commu- 
nists have denounced the UPA as collaborators who, after the 
war, became “American agents” and actively fought to sepa- 
rate Ukraine from the Soviet Union. Although Ukraine is now 
independent, this has not prevented the UPA’s detractors from 
continuing their ideological attacks. Soviet propagandists, 
Russian nationalists, and Ukrainian Communists have de- 
nounced the UPA as collaborators who, after the war, became 
“American agents.” 

Lebed, a leader of the Organization of Ukrainian National- 
ists (OUN), founded the UPA in western Ukraine in 1942. 
Born in 1909, Lebed rose to prominence for his role in plan- 
ning the OUN’s 1934 assassination of Polish Interior Minis- 
ter Bronislaw Pieracki. Arrested by the Gestapo as he tried to 
cross Germany to the free city of Danzig, Lebed was turned 
over to Poland and sentenced to death, a sentence that was 
later commuted to life in prison. He was sent to a prison camp 
in the Belarusian town of Bereza Kartuska. 

When Germany invaded Poland in 1939, Lebed escaped 
and rejoined the OUN in western Ukraine. Shortly afterward, 
the OUN split into two factions and Lebed joined the group 
headed by Stepan Bandera that came to be known as OUN-b. 

The OUN-b anticipated that conflict between Germany and 
the Soviet Union was imminent and believed that it would be 
possible to use the conflict to establish an independent Ukrai- 
nian state. To achieve this, they sought a tactical alliance with 


Hitler. The Germans allowed the OUN-b to form two battal- 
ions — Roland and Nachtigall — which were dispatched to 
Ukraine on the eve of the German invasion to conduct recon- 
naissance. The units saw little action and were soon disbanded. 

Following the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 
1941, the Bandera’s OUN faction proclaimed Ukrainian in- 
dependence in Lviv on June 30, 1941. The Germans, how- 
ever, had little use for the Ukrainian nationalists by this time 
and the Gestapo arrested Bandera and most of the OUN-b 
leadership in July 1941. Bandera spent most of the war in a 
concentration camp. 

Lebed took over as head of the OUN-b and began organiz- 
ing the UPA in western Ukraine as ап апії-Сегтап guerilla 
force. In January 1944, Lebed’s wife, Daria, who had helped 
him plan the Pieracki assassination, was arrested by the Ge- 
stapo and sent to the Ravensbruck concentration camp along 
with their 2-year-old daughter. At that time the German po- 
lice circulated a “Wanted: Dead or Alive” poster for Lebed 
throughout occupied Ukraine. 

By mid-1944, the UPA was at its height and its estimated 
strength was close to 50,000 troops brandishing captured Ger- 
man and Russian small arms. The UPA is cited in German 
military and police documents as killing numerous German 
troops during encounters in 1943-44. 

In 1944, the German occupation authorities began orga- 
nizing the Ukrainian Waffen SS Division Halychyna to fight 
on the eastern front. The UPA actively opposed the formation 
of this division and instead urged young Ukrainians to join 
the anti-German partisans. However, as the Soviet Army ad- 
vanced west, they encountered UPA guerillas against whom 
they fought pitched battles in late 1944 and 1945. 

The UPA continued its struggle after the war and was even- 
tually liquidated as a resistance force by Soviet secret-police 
(NKVD) troops in 1950, when the last UPA commander-in- 
chief, Roman Shukhevych, was killed in an ambush. In a mea- 
sure designed to separate the partisans from local residents 
who shared their goals, millions of Ukrainians were deported 
from western Ukraine to secure regions in eastern Ukraine 
and Kazakhstan in the late 1940s and early 1950s. 

In 1944 Lebed was sent to abroad by the Ukrainian Supreme 
Liberation Council, an underground political body that over- 
saw the UPA, to garner support for its struggle from the Allies. 
Lebed managed to obtain limited covert help from the United 
States, which in turn used the UPA as an early warning system 
in case Soviet forces intended to invade Western Europe. 

In 1949 he came to the United States at the behest of the 
CIA and continued his activities on behalf of Ukrainian inde- 
pendence by establishing the Prolog Research Corporation 
in New York. Prolog existed until 1989. Lebed died in the 
United States in 1998, and his personal archive is at the 
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute. 


End of war brought freedom to some, 
but continued occupation to others 


UCC Statement on the 60th Anniversary of V E Day 

While Canada commemorates the sixtieth anniversary of 
victory over Nazi tyranny and the contribution of over 40,000 
Ukrainian Canadians who served in its military forces, we 
should remember that not ali who fought for freedom achieved 
it in 1945. Among the countries for which victory rang hol- 
low was Ukraine — the principal battlefield of World War II 
in Europe, where 607 German divisions were destroyed. Red 
Army casualties in Ukraine in 1943-44 amounted to some 
3.5 million, with Ukrainians accounting for 50-70 percent of 
them. Tens of thousands of Ukrainians also fought in other 
Allied armies. According to recent research, Ukraine’s total 
casualties approached 10 million. About 2.2 million Ukraini- 
ans were deported to Germany as slave labourers. More than 
700 towns and 28,000 villages were completely or partly de- 
stroyed. 

The Soviet Union, on whose side most Ukrainians were 
obliged to fight, was neither a democracy nor a federation of 
equals but a Russocentric dictatorship. From 1939 to 1941, 
as Hitler’s armies overran Europe, the USSR willingly col- 
laborated with Nazi Germany. Under the terms of the 
Molotov-Ribbentrop pact, it annexed the western Ukrainian 
lands and deported some 320,000 residents to Siberia. Ear- 
lier, during the 1930s, the Soviet regime did its best to wipe 
out the nominally sovereign Ukrainian SSR by destroying its 
institutions, from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church to the Com- 
munist Party of Ukraine, killing thousands of intellectuals, 
breaking resistance to collectivization by means of a man- 
made famine that took millions of peasant lives, and 
Russifying the Ukrainian language and culture. By the late 
1930s, forced centralization had gone so far that Stalin and 
his associates considered doing away with the Soviet repub- 
lics as administrative units. 

In the western Ukrainian lands, reoccupied by the Red Army 
in 1944, resistance to the Soviet regime was particularly 


strong. The Ukrainian Insurgent Army, formed in 1942 in order 
to combat the German occupiers, fought desperately to avoid 
the fate that had befallen the Ukrainian SSR in the 1930s. 
Research in recently opened archives has revealed the broad 
scope of that resistance: more than 153,000 insurgents killed 
and more than 134,000 arrested, with almost 66,000 families 
(more than 203,000 individuals) deported to Siberia. This was 
no marginal guerrilla action but a war of national liberation 
that continued against overwhelming odds until the early 
1950s. 

For Ukraine, as for Eastern Europe generally, the “libera- 
tion” of 1945 meant the replacement of one tyranny by an- 
other. Pro-Soviet “democratic” governments were imposed 
throughout the lands occupied by the Red Army. They re- 
mained in place for more than four decades, until the fall of 
the Soviet Union ended the war’s legacy of dictatorial rule 
from Moscow. President Vladimir Putin’s statement of April 
25 lamenting the fall of the USSR as the “greatest geopoliti- 
cal catastrophe” of the twentieth century shows that the Rus- 
sian political establishment is not prepared, even now, to.con- 
front that legacy and break with it. 

The collapse of Nazi Germany in May of 1945 did not 
mean peace for all of Europe. In Ukraine, as in other Eastern 
European and Baltic countries, the struggle for national lib- 
eration and self-determination continued on into the 1950s. 
In Ukraine, the war went on even after the armed struggle 
ceased: a war carried out by the most brutal totalitarian tac- 
tics of the Soviet regime against human dignity, national rights, 
religion and the individual. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress calls upon the Govern- 
ment of Canada and all Canadians to recognise that the end 
of the war which destroyed the Nazi evil brought freedom to 
some but also saw continued occupation and misery for mil- 
lions of others. For the sake of the victims of Soviet oppres- 
sion, this must not be forgotten. 


no reconciliation 
for veterans 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko has failed to reconcile Red Army veterans with 
former fighters of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) on 
the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe. 
The Yushchenko government initially wanted all the veter- 
ans to march along Kyiv’s main streets together on May 9 to 
mark the holiday. But protests from veterans’ organizations 
and radical politicians compelled Yushchenko to drop the plan, 
and the holiday was for Red Army veterans only, as it has 
been in past years. After some hesitation, Yushchenko also 
accepted Russian President Vladimir Putin’s invitation to at- 
tend the Victory Day parade in Moscow. 

Yushchenko’s unique background should have helped his 
reconciliation efforts. His father was a Red Army soldier and 
held at Auschwitz; and Yushchenko himself remains very 
popular in the west of Ukraine, where most UPA veterans 
live. But the president’s good will failed to dispel the decades- 
old enmity between the two sides that fought against each 
other in World War II. The majority of the Red Army veter- 
ans share the official Soviet view — one that is also accepted 
in Putin’s Russia — that the UPA were Nazi collaborators. 
But UPA veterans argue that they fought against both Nazi 
and Soviet invaders for Ukraine’s independence, and they 
view the Red Army as an occupying force. 

World War П was essentially a civil war in Western Ukraine. 
Stalin annexed the territory from Poland in 1939 according 
to the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. But the national-minded west 
of Ukraine — which had been a UPA stronghold — is better 
prepared for reconciliation than the south and east, which has 
been historically dominated by Russian culture. According 
to an April 23-28 nationwide poll by the Kyiv-based 
Razumkoy think tank, reconciliation between UPA and Red 
Army veterans is supported by 67% and rejected by 9% of 
western Ukrainians. In the east and south only 19% of the 
population are in favor of reconciliation, while 42% in the 
east and 51% in the south are against it. Incidentally, Victory 
Day is marked as a holiday by 91% of eastern Ukrainians but 
by only 65% of western Ukrainians, according to the same 
poll. 

Parliament, dominated by Yushchenko’s supporters, ap- 
proved the Victory Day activities through Kyiv in March. 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko had been against the pa- 
rade, saying that she would rather scrap the ceremonies and 
“dance a waltz with a veteran.” The official veterans’ organi- 
zations indignantly rejected Deputy Prime Minister Mykola 
Tomenko’s idea of an open-air dinner for veterans instead of 
the parade, saying that they had not fought for free food. But 
plans to invite UPA veterans caused the greatest controversy. 
“We have found common understanding with the Poles, even 
with Japan. We have failed to find common understanding 
only between ourselves,” Yushchenko said, invoking recon- 
ciliation at the meeting of the Council of Veteran Organiza- 
tions in Kyiv. But the Red Army veterans adamantly rejected 
the idea. 

The opposition tried to use the controversy against the gov- 
ernment by stirring up emotions. Parliamentarian Thor Shkirya, 
a spokesman for former prime minister Viktor Yanukovych’s 
Party of Regions, said that a joint parade would be “treason 
in relation to the older generation.” And the Communists set 
up their own command post “to forestall outrage against the 
memory of forefathers,” in order to prevent “the traitors of 
the Ukrainian nation from stepping on the festive 
Khreshchatyk [Kyiv’s main street].” Communist leader Petro 
Symonenko called on World War II veterans and “all honest 
citizens” to march on Kyiv in order to disrupt the plans to 
invite UPA veterans. On May 5 Communist activists and sup- 
porters of former prosecutor-general Hennady Vasylyev’s 
Derzhava party picketed Yushchenko’s offices, demanding 
that he cancel any plans to include the UPA. The government 
backed down the same day, removing the joint parade from 
the scheduled festivities. 

On May 6 Yushchenko’s press service announced that he 
would attend Victory Day festivities in both Moscow and 
Kyiv, rather than in Kyiv only, as initially planned. 
Yushchenko had argued that his place on May 9 would be 
with his own nation. But then he decided to stay in Moscow 
for the local parade along with dozens other heads of state 
invited by Putin, and then join Ukrainian Red Army veterans 
in Kyiv in the afternoon. Yushchenko’s refusal to attend the 
parade would have exacerbated tension between Kyiv and 
Moscow. Yushchenko would rather avoid aggravating Mos- 
cow, as his opponents in next year’s Ukrainian parliamentary 
elections are likely to play the Russian card in the east and 
south of Ukraine. 
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Путін каже що поширить 
українську мову на всю Росію 


(Українська правда)- Підготовка до підписання договору про 
реадмісію між Україною й Росією є одним з пунктів плану роботи 


російсько-української міждержавної комісії. 


Про це заявив секретар РНБО Петро Порошенко в інтерв'ю YT-1 у 


8-го травня, повідомляє "Інтерфакс-Україна". 


"Досить цікавими, на мій погляд, є наробітки в сфері прикордонних 
відносин і спрощення перетину кордону. Чітке завдання (дане) робочій 


групі - це підписання договору про реадмісію", - сказав Порошенко. 


Ha його думку, підписання даного договору дасть можливість Україні 


укласти аналогічні договори з країнами Європейського союзу. 


"Це означає, у свою чергу, значне спрощення візового режиму з 
- відзначив Порошенко. 

За словами Порошенка, у плані дій міждержавної комісії на 2005 
рік, який схвалили президенти, - з'ясування й вирішення проблем, що 
нагромадилися за 8 років, пов'язаних з тимчасовим перебуванням 
Чорноморського флоту в Севастополі, а також забезпечення 


країнами ЄС", 


перебування ЧФ. 


Порошенко також повідомив, що в найближчі тижні робоча група 
приступить до розробки проекту по створенню "україномовного за- 
гальнодержавного російського телевізійного каналу, радіо й загаль- 


нодержавної україномовної газети". 


Порошенко підкреслив, що президент Росії Володимир Путін 


підтримав цей проект. 


Як раніше повідомлялося, угоду про створення російсько- 
української міждержавної комісії підписали президенти Росії й України 


Путін i Ющенко в Москві. 


Депардьє запросив на Тараса 
Бульби кримського податківця 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- -Відомий французький кіноактор 
Жерар Депардьє запропонував голові Державної податкової 
адміністрації в АРК, керівнику Кримської організації Всеукраїнської 
громадської організації "Наша Україна" Валерію Пробий-Голові роль 
гоголівського персонажа Тараса Бульби в однойменному українсько- 
французько-польському кінофільмі. 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, про це 7 травня журналістам у 
Сімферополі повідомив сам Пробий- 

За його словами, під час спільного обіду, на якому були присутні 
президент України Віктор Ющенко з дружиною Катериною, Депардьє 
i Пробий-Голова, актор зацікавився історією походження подвійного 


прізвища кримського податківця. 


Коли перекладач пояснив, що прізвище це - стародавнього 


Голова. 


козацького роду, Депардьє пожартував: 


"А я все думаю, кого взяти на роль Тараса Бульби! Погоджуйтеся! 
, - зазначив Пробий-Голова. 

"Я, звичайно ж, відмовився. Мовляв, кожен повинен займатися 
своєю справою, а мені Віктор Андрійович довірив збирати податки. 


У вас такий козацький типаж" 


Але все одно, величезне спасибі", - сказав він. 


LAWYERS 


AHTBOKATU 


BRODA & COMPANY 
BARRISTERS AND SOLIC/TORS 
lhor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street, Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS 


ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 845, 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 359 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; 


Fax: (780) 425-2329 


Говорю по українськи 


деЕнтиИстИи 


“cos 
Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB Т5Н 013 


(780) 420- оз 10 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


DENTISTS | 


Говоримо по-українському 


DENTURISTS 
ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


HOLYK'S 


DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 


Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
12123 -54 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5W 3N4 


Phone: (780) 477-3674 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


Світлана Кузьменко 

Останні місяці ми були свідками 
й учасниками великих подвигів 
українського народу. Не один з нас 
морально й фінансово підтримав 
наших братів і сестер на Київсь- 
кому Майдані та по цілій Україні 
в їхній боротьбі за вільну і демо- 
кратичну націю. 

Добровольці "Приятелів Ді- 
тей", велика кількість вихователів 
дитячих будинків і інтернатів, 
стипендіати "Приятелів Дітей" 
активно брали участь у демон- 
страціях на Київському Майдані 
Незалежності і стали в допомозі 
демократичним силам. 

Я зустрілася з групою добро- 
вольців "Приятелів Дітей" і хочу 
поділитися нашою розмовою, в 
якій прийняли участь: коорди- 
натор проекту "Приятелі Дітей" 
при Канадському Фонді Дітям 
Чорнобиля Руслана Вжесневська 
та добровольці, які більше десяти 
років працюють, щоб допомогти 
дітям-сиротам, які живуть по 
інтернатах в Україні: студентка 
Торонтонського університету Ю- 
лія Креховецька, доктор Марта 
Хичій, Марко Келлер, медична 
сестра Марійка Дубик-Водослав-- 
ська. Тарас Масний та Василь 
Буртняк були також у цій групі 
при виборах, але не змогли при- 
бути на зустріч, бо живуть в ін- 
ших містах Канади, тож їх pempe— 
зентували на цій розмові присутні 
з їхньої групи. 

Запитання: Що спонукало Вас 
взяти участь у виборах, в ролі 
офіційних спостерігачів? 

Відповіді: Бажання допомогти 
своїм людям в Україні. У пам'ять 
наших минулих поколінь, які бо- 
ролися за незалежну Україну, за 
краще майбутнє України. Марійка 
Дубик-Водославська відповіла: 
щоб підтримати родинну 
традицію. (Її батько був у дивізії 
"Галичина", а один з дідів - був 
Січовим стрільцем). 

3. Я знаю, що Ви працюєте в 
проєкті "Приятелі Дітей" при Ka— 
надському Фонді Дітям Чорно- 
биля. Розкажіть, будь-ласка, 
трошки про цей проєкт, а зокрема 
про Вашу працю в ньому. 

В. Проєкт "Приятелі Дітей" при 
Канадському Фонді Дітям Чорно-- 
биля вже існує 12 років. Його зав- 
дання - допомагати дітям-сиротам, 
що живуть по всіх інтернатах 
України та в республіці Крим. 

З. В чому виявляється Ваша 
допомога і як Ви це робите? 

В. Один раз чи два на рік ми 
відвідуємо інтернати в Україні, 
якими опікуємося. Надаємо допо-- 
могу понад 200 таких інтернатів. 
Ми веземо туди вантажними aB— 
тами - ліки, вітаміни, одяг, взуття 
й інші речі, допомагаємо фінан-- 
COBO в протезуванні неповно- 
справних дітей. Проєкт "Приятелі 
Дітей " також спрямовує свою 
працю на те, щоб в інтернатах під- 
готовляли, а старшу молодь 30K— 
рема, до життя в майбутньому, 
самостійному житті, давали їм 
можливість набути провідниць-- 
кого й бізнесового знання, заохо-- 
чували їх до вивчення української 
мови, святкування українських 
релігійних та національних свят. 
Проєкт надає здібним студентам 
стипендії, щоб вони змогли закін-- 

чити університетські студії. A ми-- 
нулого літа проєкт допоміг 30pra— 
нізувати для 17-18-ти юнаків і 
юначок вишкіл на спостерігачів 
при останньо проведених виборах 
президента України. Проєкт 
"Приятелі Дітей" також зоргані-- 
зовує щорічні відпочинкові табо-- 
ри для дітей, що живуть в інтер- 
натах. Ці табори відбуваються в 
Карпатах в місцевості Ворохта. 


Ukrainian Меміз/Українські вісті, May11 - 24, 2005, 11 - 24 травня, 2005 


"Ми хочемо допомогти Україні? 


Зліва на право: резноді Tp рузії Mixein Саакашвілі, CODD ISGTIED 
проекту "Приятелі Дітей" при Канадському Фонді Дітям 
Чорнобиля Руслана Вжесневська, дружина Президента України 
Катерина Ющенко, Президент України Віктор Ющенко. 


3. Звідки надходять фонди на 
Ваш проєкт? 

В. Фонд проєкту "Приятелі Ді- 
тей" створився 12 років тому 3aB— 
дяки пожертвам добродійних, сві-- 
домих важливости такої допомоги 
Україні людей. Головні організа-- 
тори проєкту, а зокрема голова 
його - Руслана Вжесневська, 3aB— 
дяки своїм організаційним здіб-- 
ностям, зуміли звернути на проєкт 
"Приятелі Дітей" увагу добродій-- 
них українців i канадців не україн- 
ського походження, канадських 
великих бізнесових компаній, як 
от - фармацевтичних фірм й ін- 
ших, які стали допомагати проєк - 
тові матеріально. 

З. Розкажіть, будь-ласка, 
трошки про вашу працю при 
виборах, від самого початку. 

В. Насамперед всі учасники Ha— 
шої групи спостерігачів при вибо-- 
рах познайомилися з програмою 
USAID, в якій було про те: яких 
правил повинні дотримуватися 
такі спостерігачі при виборах. До- 
поміжною до цієї програми була 
для нас друга програма UTEMP в 
Києві, зорганізована "Допомогою 
України" через посла до феде- 
рального уряду канадського пар-- 
ляменту Борисом Вжесневським 
та бізнесменом з Канади п. Кон- 
стантином Темертеєм. Ця mpor— 
рама забезпечила кожного з нас 
відеокамерою. Нашу групу, на 4o— 
лі знашим інструктором з Украї- 
ни Олександром Вороб'йовим, 
післали до Луганська. В Луган- 
ську, крім 12-ти міжнародних 
спостерігачів, шофера, журналіс- 
та й спостерігача з України, були 
ще допоміжні люди, що добро- 
вільно працюють в проекті " При-- 
ятелі Дітей" в Україні. В Луган- 
ську прийняли нас дуже не друж-- 
ньо. Кожна адміністративна уста-- 
нова, здавалося, Hac пересліду- 
вала: старалася залякати, затри- 
мати, спинити. Але й були окремі 
люди, які нам сприяли, допома-- 
гали, наражаючи себе на різні 
неприємності, навіть — на побиття. 
Один чоловік сказав нашій групі 
- що він відповів своїм заляку-- 
вачам: "мені вже нічого не змо- 
жете зробити, щоб закрити рота, 
хіба що вбити." А молода жінка з 
дитиною зауважила: "Я знаю на 
який ризик наражую себе з дити-- 
ною, але я вже інакше не можу". 
Студенти дуже боялися. В Мико-- 
лаєві міліція була найбільш агре- 
сивною, а студенти - найбільш 
залякані. Там навіть пробували 
збити з дороги наше авто. 

З. Яка найбільш пам'ятна подія 
трапилася Вам кожному під час 
виборів? 

В. Зустріч з людьми в Лугансь-- 
ку, які знали що їм загрожує, але 
вони все одно вирішили зробити 
свій вибір, - сказала Марта Хичій. 
А Марко Келлер додав: "те, що 
люди зрозуміли - за BCE те, що BO— 


ни хочуть, щоб збулося, потрібно 
боротися". Юлію Креховецьку 
найбільш вразило й запам'яталося 
те, що в Луганську в тюрмі, яку 
вона відвідала під час виборів, 
знаходилося 1896 в'язнів і вони 
стовідсотково "по закону" прого-- 
лосували за одного кандидата. А 
всім, на все життя запам'яталися 
очі й лиця на майдані Незалеж- 
ності під час Помаранчевої рево-- 
люції, що говорили всім: "україн-- 
ська духовність може проявлятися 
у різних видах і різними спосо-- 
бами, незалежно від партійних 
приналежностей, релігійних вір і 
обрядів, навіть і мов, якими вони 
говорять, i різних країн їхнього 
народження". Під час Помаранче- 
вої революції, на Майдані їх усіх 
об'єднувала - віра в Україну. І 
чулося звідусіль: "Моя країна - 
Україна". Усіх вразила велика 
терпеливість людей у той час на 
Майдані і їх натхнення до праці 
для України. Марійка Дубик- 
Водославська, як медична сестра, 
допомагала на Майдані надавати 
медичну допомогу тим, хто її пот-- 
ребував, й іншу допомогу, як і вся 
її група. Руслану Вжесневську 
найбільш вразило те, що, коли бу-- 
ло підраховано тільки 50 відсотків 
голосів після другої "тури" вибо- 
рів, вже було проголошено одного 
кандидата президентом України. 
А також їй дуже запам'яталося і 
зворушило - коли почула в авті 
мобільним телефоном заклик 
Віктора Ющенка: всі на Майдан! 
SRR KK 


Минулася ейфорія помаранчевої 
революції. Не забудьмо про цих мо-- 
лодих членів української нації. Ha— 
ції, котра намагається перебудува-- 
тися і стати повноважним членом 
демократичного світу. А справжня 
демократія не може існувати коли 
існують десятки тисяч дітей-сиріт 
і дітей, позбавлених батьківського 
і материнського тепла. A їхнє число 
щороку зростає. 

Щойно тепер відчуваються шир-- 
ші наслідки Чорнобиля. Багато 
молодих батьків вмирає від різних 
захворювань, залишаючи дітей- 
сиріт. Кількість дітей з фізичними 
порушеннями зростає, а батьки не 
в силі дати їм потрібну опіку і тому 
віддають цих найслабших членів 
української нації. Коли певна маса 
людей обкрадала мільйони, сотки 
батьків і матерів не бачили іншого 
виходу, ніж віддати своїх дітей. I 
так переповнюються українські 
будинки дітей-сиріт. 

У наших руках є можливість 
надати цим дітям-сиротам і вихо-- 
вателям будинків дітей-сиріт від- 
вагу, силу й цілеспрямованість по-- 
долати немалі перешкоди, котрі 
стоять на їхньому шляху стати 
повноцінними членами українсь-- 
кої нації. 

Новий український уряд вже 
позитивно відреагував на прохан-- 
ня "Приятелів Дітей", щоб noKpa— 
щити якість життя дітей-сиріт і 
реформувати інфраструктуру си-- 
рітських закладів. 
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A special encounter for the /Pro-Yanukovych bishop 
Ukrainian Catholics in May 


By Most Rey. Stephen Chmilar 
(Ukrainian Catholic Bishop of Toronto) 

On behalf of the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of 
Canada, His Grace Metropolitan Michael Bzdel of 
Winnipeg announced that His Beatitude Lubomyr Car- 
dinal Husar, father and head of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the world, will be in Winnipeg in May to 
convene an historic meeting of the Permanent Synod 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

This will be the first time the Permanent Synod will 
meet in Canada. They have an ongoing executive func- 
tion, and meet at least four times a year — usually in 
Ukraine — to plan, discuss problems, and make deci- 
sions for the good of the Church. They will meet in 
Winnipeg beginning Sunday, May 22 with a Patriar- 
chal Divine Liturgy at Saints Volodymyr and Olha 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral. 

To take advantage of this rare occasion, our Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Bishops have invited all of our priests, 
deacons, subdeacons, wives of clergy, members of re- 
ligious and monastic communities and seminarians to 
gather in Winnipeg. With our Patriarch and the mem- 
bers of the Permanent Synod, they will participate in a 
gathering called “Encounter of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.” This Encounter will begin Tuesday, May 24 
and end Thursday, May 26. The theme of the gather- 
ing: The Mission and Future of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Canada. 

At the beginning of May, more than 180 persons al- 
ready had registered to participate in the Encounter and 
to reflect together on the vocation and mission of the 
Church in Canada. 

Bishop Lawrence (Huculak) of Edmonton, has noted 
that although this is not a Congress and there are no 
plans at this time for any resolutions, elections or struc- 
tural re-organization, it is hoped that the presentations 
on theology, ecclesiology, liturgy and evangelization 
will enable our clergy to take back ideas and reflec- 
tions to share with their faithful in the parishes and in 


the Church organizations. In this way we pray that we 
can better discern and understand God’s plan for the 
future of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada. 

The faithful of the Ukrainian Catholic Church are 
celebrating more than 100 years since the first Ukrai- 
nian Catholic missionaries arrived to Canada from 
Ukraine. Initially the missionaries went to serve in the 
areas where the first pioneer immigrant farmers settled 
in Western Canada. The Church in Canada has had to 
grow and adapt to the pastoral needs of its faithful. The 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada is, of course, in 
full union with the Holy See, with His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XVI and with the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Ukraine and throughout the world headed by our 
Patriarch Lubomyr (Husar). 

In Canada there is one Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy (Archdiocese) and four Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Eparchies (dioceses). The Ukrainian Catholic bish- 
ops of Canada are full members of the Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Synod of Bishops. The Synod meets annually in 
Ukraine. This has only been possible since the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. The Ukrainian Catholic Church 
was the largest illegal body in the Soviet Union. Along 
with Patriarch Lubomyr, four members of the Synod 
of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops constitute what is known 
as the Permanent Synod. 

Iam looking forward to this gathering, this “Encoun- 
ter.” The last time a similar type of gathering of the 
clergy with their bishops occurred in Canada was in 
1962 also in Winnipeg. At that time the late Metropoli- 
tan Maxim Hermaniuk, Archbishop of Winnipeg for 
Ukrainian Catholics convened a “Sobor”, a meeting of 
the laity along with their bishops and clergy. However, 
the Church in Canada and its challenges and pastoral 
needs have changed since that meeting. We will have 
an opportunity to pray together for our Church in 
Canada with our Patriarch and to reflect on our future. 
We have a heritage that we can be proud of and many 
hopes for a good future. 


Political developments should strengthen 
national church in Ukraine, says Filaret 


(RISU)—“The Orange Revolution should help the 
creation and recognition of a national church in Ukraine. 
The Ukrainian National Church already exists as the 
Kyivan Patriarchate,” said Patriarch Filaret 
(Denysenko), head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church— 
Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC—KP), on May 1. 

According to Patriarch Filaret, his church is 
autocephalous, because it is dependent neither on the 
Moscow nor the Constantinople patriarchates but is an 
autocephalous church in Ukraine. 

He also said that Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko supports the creation of a national church 
in Ukraine. “This is no political vengeance,” the patri- 
arch said. “Every head of state should take care of the 
unity of the nation and the consolidation of society. 
How can society be consolidated if the Kyivan Patri- 
archate and the Moscow Patriarchate oppose each 
other?” 


According to the patriarch, this was felt during the 
recent presidential elections. “Consolidation is possible 
through creating a single church,” he said. 

At the'same time, he stressed, that no church can be 
established by presidential decree, because that would 
be state interference in church affairs. Patriarch Filaret 


thinks a national Ukrainian Orthodox church can be | 


created by the clergy and the faithful, while the 
Constantinople Patriarchate should confirm its 
autocephalous status. 

The patriarch thinks there are grounds for this move, 
namely a recent statement by a representative of the 
Constantinople Patriarchate, in which he said the pa- 
triarchate only recognizes the canonical territory of the 
Russian Orthodox Church within its pre-1686 bound- 
aries, that is, xcludine Ukraine. According to Patri- 
arch Filaret, “this was done so that the Ecumenical 
Patriarch could issue a decree оп autocephaly.” 


Holocaust victims commemorated in Kyiv 


(RISU)—A gathering commemorating Holocaust 
victims at the Menorah monument in Kyiv’s Babyn Yar 
on May 5 started with a moment of silence. Over 30,000 
Jews, Ukrainians, Russians, Gypsies and representa- 
tives of other ethnic groups were shot there over a two- 
day period in 1941. 

Moshe Asman, chief rabbi of Kyiv, said in an inter- 
view with TV Channel Five: “We must do everything 
possible to prevent outbreaks of racism and anti- 


Semitism in Ukraine. We must learn the lessons of his- 
tory. We must understand what ignoring this horrible 
tragedy can lead to.” 

On the same day, representatives of the Israeli Em- 
bassy in Ukraine awarded the title of “Righteous among 
the Nations of the World” for saving Jews during World 
War II to several more Ukrainians. In total, according 
to the press service of the Embassy, 279 Ukrainians 
have already been awarded this distinction. 


Church in Need encourages education in Ukraine 


(RISU)— “Tf our society is a Christian one, our chil- 
dren should have the right to pray at school.” So said 
Father Ivan Hunya from Ternopil during a recent visit 
to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN). 

Together with other teachers, he obtained a state licence 
to found the Patriarch Josyf Slipyj College in his parish 
of St. Josaphat. ACN released the news on April 25. 

Dedicated to the memory of Ukraine’s great confes- 
sor-bishop, a native of the Ternopil region, who always 
stressed the importance of Christian formation, the col- 
lege began offering a Christian-based education, either 
in sciences or humanities, last September with a first 
enrolment of 32 students and 18 teachers. “The town 
authorities recently gave us a block of land and now 
we are counting on Diyine Providence to help us con- 


struct a school building to enlarge our capacity,” Fr 
Hunya said. 

The bishop of Ternopil-Zboriv, Vasyl Semeniuk, who 
supports this project, stressed that high moral standards 
are required if Ukraine is to develop smoothly into a 
civil society. Two years ago, the subject of Christian 
ethics was introduced into state-run schools of the four 
predominantly Catholic regions of western Ukraine. 

“The moral awareness of these children is higher than 
in the Donetsk region or in Odesa, where half of the 
population is somehow affected by crime, drugs and 
other related problems. We are confident that the ques- 
tion of Christian education will soon be discussed with 
President Yushchenko because it was an important el- 
ement in his election campaign, "Ше - bishop told ACN. 
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sent to St. Barbara’s 
in Edmonton 


(RISU/UkrNews)—Bishop Yov, administrator of the eparchy of north- 
erm Ukrainian Sumy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church—Moscow Patri- 
archate (UOC — MP), was appointed bishop of Kashira, vicar of the eparchy 
of Moscow, and administrator of patriarchal parishes in Canada. This de- 
cision was adopted in a meeting of the Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church on April 20. Bishop Yov is to replace Bishop Marko, who headed 
Canadian parishes for the past five years. 

The Cathedral of the Russian Orthodox Church in Canada is St. Barbara’s 
in Edmonton. Most of the parishioners are Ukrainian Canadians whose 
ancestors immigrated from the Bukovyna region at the turn of the 20" 
century. 

The synod’s decision does not make clear the reasons for Yov’s trans- 
fer, but obkom.net.ua suggests that this is perhaps connected with his con- 
duct during the presidential campaign in Ukraine. At that time, Bishop 
Yov spoke out in support of pro-government presidential candidate Viktor 
Yanukovych during a TV broadcast, despite the fact that the church’s offi- 
cial document prohibits the clergy from interfering with elections. In ad- 
dition, leaflets slandering Viktor Yushchenko were spread in the churches 
of the eparchy. Considering that the Sumy eparchy is the native region of 
President Viktor Yushchenko, who often attends the eparchy’s church in 
his native village of Khoruzhivka, Bishop Yov’s transfer in the light of his 
actions during the campaign looks quite logical, obkom’s journalists say. 

The eparchy itself reported that a Synod of the UOC—MP, in which the 
decision to transfer the bishop is to be approved, was to take place on May 
Sh 

Bishop Yov became head of the eparchy of Sumy on 30 March 1999, 
after having headed the eparchy of Kherson. 
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" Canadians barely 
squeeze by Ukraine 


By Andrew Podnieks 

(IHWC)—Imitating the previous day’s рег- 
formance versus the USA, the Ukrainians kept 
the Canadians at bay long enough to keep the 
score surprisingly close, but Canada won 2-1 
on a power play goal by Rick Nash in the third 
period, at Innsbruck May 10. 

It was Nash’s ninth goal. Both he and Joe 
Thornton recorded their tournament-leading 
11th points on the play. 

“[The Ukrainians] play a style most people 
off the ice don’t notice,’ Nash said after. 
“They battle hard and don’t give up much, 
and their goaltender played well.” 

In the first period, Kostyantyn Simchuk, the 
Ukrainian goalie, made two big stops early 
on, first on Danny Heatley and then Shane 
Doan, to keep the Canadians off the 
scoreboard. 

A needless cross-checking penalty to Chris 
Phillips took the steam out of the Canadian 
attack. By the time Canada got back to full 
strength, their opponents had settled into their 
hard-working, fierce-checking game. At 6:43, 
though, Canada got a messy goal when 
Brendan Morrison scored during a delayed 
penalty in a scramble at Simchuk’s crease, 
knocking in a loose puck while the goalie was 
down and out. Morrison’s linemates, Heatley 
and Doan, picked up the assists. 

The Ukrainians tied it 1-1 ona strange play. 
Bogdan Savenko took a harmless shot from 
the blueline that hit Robyn Regehr in front 
and deflected between the pads of Martin 
Brodeur at 10:43. 

Heatley took over and had two of his best 
shifts of the tournament, making two brilliant 
passes and drawing a penalty. As the penalty 
expired, Brodeur shouted to the players in the 
offensive zone to alert them, yet defenceman 
Dan Boyle still made a line change and a 
Ukrainian defenseman sprang the penalized 
player, Denys Isayenko, in alone on Brodeur 
who made a great save to keep the score 1-1. 
It was the most blatant of several mistakes by 
the Canadian blueliners in the first period. 

Although the Canadians came out with 
greater determination in the second, they 
faced a defensive wall coming into the Ukrai- 
nian zone. Once inside the blueline, the check- 


ing was tight, and the area in front of Simchuk 
was clogged with bodies. 

Dan Boyle brought the puck up to centre 
on a 3-оп-1 but shot right at Simchuk. He got 
his own rebound, and hit the goalie again with- 
out making a pass. The Ukrainians had a 
power play and had several good chances, 
forcing Brodeur to make some big saves. 

Brodeur then was caught way out of posi- 
tion and nearly left his net open on a wrap- 
around, making a great save оп a play where 
he should never have had to touch the puck. 
Clearly the rust was showing. Just as clearly, 
the Canadians were getting frustrated by pen- 
alty calls against them and by their own poor 
play, which didn’t help matters. 

“This was not our best effort,” said Cana- 
dian Head Coach Marc Habscheid. “We 
played better in the second and even better in 
the third but we didn’t start very well.” 

The third period saw most of the play in 
the Ukrainian end, but the Canadians had little 
to show for it. The blue-and-yellow defense 
continued to smother the attackers, and 
Simchuk was there to make big saves as the 
rubber bounded his way. He lost his mask оп 
one shot, dove to the slot on another, hugged 
the post on the short side, and frustrated the 
Canadians no end. 

Finally, at 9:54 on the power play, Rick 
Nash took a pass from Ed Jovanovski just 
inside the Ukrainian blueline, and in one mo- 
tion he whirled and fired a shot that beat 
Simchuk over the glove. The Canadians, had 
a 2-1 lead, and as Nash pumped his fist in the 
air, one could virtually hear the sighs of relief 
on the Canadian bench. 

“It was а bit lucky,” Nash said. “The puck 
was rolling a bit and it went into the top cor- 
ner. In those kind of games, we'll take them 
any way we can get them.” 

“He always goes to the net hard,” Patrick 
Marleau said of Nash, “and he’s a goal- 
scorer.” 

“Tt sure wasn’t our finest game,” Canadian 
captain Ryan Smyth said, “but you have to go 
through a little adversity. With that style of 
play, it’s tough to gear it up. They played their 
system and stuck to it, but we have to play 
with a little more intensity for 60 minutes.” 
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USA ekes out tie 
with Ukraine 


By John Sanful 

(IHWC)—After 40 minutes of play, Team 
USA was іп a hole. Down 1-0 to Ukraine and 
unable to find the right combination to make 
things happen, they needed to shake off their 
lethargy in order to win. 

But after a night game and then the early 
contest May 9 at the Olympiahalle Arena in 
Innsbruck, the Americans did not have their 
“A” game. They just couldn’t get it going, and 
Ukraine came away with a point from a 1-1 
tie. 

The key moment of the game was a pen- 
alty shot where Zach Parise failed to score 
with under two minutes left in the game. With 
Mike Modano, Doug Weight, and Prague 
2004 shootout hero Andy Roach available to 
take the shot, the selection of Parise was a 
surprise. 

Brett Hauer ended up with the lone goal 
for the Americans. 

When Ukraine broke a 0-0 tie midway 
through the game on a goal by Konstantin 
Kasianchuk, the Americans were playing back 
on their heels like Sweden had done the night 
before. 

Ukraine played well within their limits, em- 
ploying good defensive coverage in their zone 
that kept Team USA on the perimeter. Big 
guns like Mike Knuble, Modano, and Weight 
were stifled, registering six shots in total and 
no goals. Only Weight tallied a point on Brett 
Hauer’s goal. 

In the first period, the game had movement 
but lacked significant dramatic moments. And 
the Ukrainians liked it that way, despite be- 
ing outshot 8-1 after 20 minutes. 

“Tt was a difficult game to generate of- 
fense,” said USA Head Coach Peter 
Laviolette. “They did a good job holding 
down the blue line, in front, and tying up guys, 
so that we did not get quality chances. Their 
goaltender played a great game.” 

In the first minute of the second, Cole stole 
the puck from Dmytro Tolkunov and raced 
in, sending a backhand high over the net. 
Ukraine took several penalties but there would 
be no sustained attack from the other side. 
Konstantin Simchuk elevated his game fur- 
ther to carry Ukraine. 


At 2:51 of the third period, the Americans 
evened the game with Brett Hauer’s power 
play goal. From the faceoff circle, Weight 
stickhandled and then sent the puck back to 
the point to Hauer, who blasted it past 
Simchuk. It was Hauer’s second goal of the 
tournament. - 

The rest of the period was marred by scrums 
as the Ukrainians played their usual style of 
chippy hockey. They took some liberties with 
American forwards. Even Modano, normally 
a mild-mannered player, got into it with Vasyl 
Bobrovnikov, which earned him some time 
in the sin bin for roughing. 

With 1:25 remaining in the period, Simchuk 
was called for delay of game. Since he had 
knocked the net off its moorings with less than 
two minutes left, it called for a penalty shot 
rather than a two-minute minor. Initially the 
referee, Rudolph Lauff, sent a Ukrainian 
player off to serve the minor until he recog- 
nized that the rules required a penalty shot. 

To take the shot, Laviolette chose Zach 
Parise, playing in only his second game for 
Team USA here in Innsbruck. Parise 
stickhandled in on Simchuk and went with a 
backhand that hit the Ukrainian goalie in the 
chest. In their best chance of the game, Team 
USA came up empty. 

“He is the future of USA Hockey,” said 
Laviolette, explaining his choice of shooter. 
“He played a great game for us and is a goal 
scorer. He deserved the opportunity.” 

Slovak General Manager Peter Stastny was 
in attendance to see his son Yan play for Team 
USA. In the second period the elder Stastny 
sat near the ice to get a close-up look. 

The game marked the return of Ukrainian 
defenseman Yuri Gunko. He was sent off on 
a stretcher after being injured versus Latvia, 
but here Gunko played a solid game on de- 
fense, taking a regular shift. 


Tambijevs goal lifts Latvia over Ukraine 


By John Sanful 

(IHWC)—Latvia defeated Ukraine 3-0 May 7 at the 
Olympiahalle in Innsbruck, needing only Leonid Tambijevs’ 
first goal of the 2005 ПНЕ World Championship for the two 
points. Arturs Irbe made 17 saves for his first shutout of the 
tournament. 

Before the game, the main question surrounding the Latvian 
team was whether they would come out tight and play not to 
lose, rather than aggressively working to win as they had 
against Canada and the United States. Ukraine, meanwhile, 
was looking to parlay its confidence from beating Denmark 
into another victory. 

Latvia played tentative hockey for the better part of two 
periods, but Tambijevs’ goal allowed them to salvage the win. 

“Our teams know each other so well that there was little 
movement out there,” said Latvian Head Coach Leonids 
Beresnevs. “Ukraine is always tough to play against.” 

There was very little action to speak of as the teams com- 
bined for 12 shots in the first period. The best chances of the 

period would come from the Ukrainian side. Sergei 
Klymentiev sent a pass to Vitali Lytvynenko, who could not 
tee it off. The Ukrainians kept a bit of pressure in the Latvian 
zone, but the shots rarely found their way through. Ukraine 
managed only four shots on goal. While Latvia did not look 
like world-beaters, the team was comfortable with the result. 

“We started playing more cautiously and defensively at the 
beginning of the game,” said Janis Sprukts of Latvia. “It may 
not have looked like we were playing well, but we were happy 


Ukraine’s Oleg Timchenko (R) checks Latvia's Janis Sprukts 
during a Group F qualification ice hockey match at the ПНЕ 
World Championship in Innsbruck, Austria, May 7, 2005. 
REUTERS/Dominic Ebenbichler 


with the way things started.” 

In the second period, when Vasyl Bobrovnikov was sent 
off for hooking, the Latvian power play produced five qual- 
ity chances, with three coming from Sprukts. Seven seconds 
into the man advantage Rodrigo Lavins sent a shot from the 
point, then Girts Ankipans another and Sprukts a third, but 
Konstantin Simchuk was superb in net for Ukraine. Twelve 


seconds later, Viktor Ignatjevs’ slapper was saved and the 
rebound went to Sprukts, who had two tries at it before 
Ukraine was able to clear the puck. 

The game took a very unfortunate turn when Ukrainian 
defenseman Yuri Gunko was hurt at 5:39 of the second. With 
action heating up in front of his net, Gunko fell into a Latvian 
player who was moving quickly, and his head snapped back 
upon impact. 

The game was stopped for several minutes as Gunko lay 
motionless on the ice. The Olympiahalle went quiet for sev- 
eral minutes as doctors attended to Gunko on the ice. He was 
taken off the ice on a stretcher to the University of Innsbruck 
hospital for tests. It turned out to be a lower lumbar region 
injury. He was found to have feeling in all his extremities. 

Eight minutes after Gunko was hurt, Latvia finally scored 
a goal to take the lead. Tambijevs sent the puck home to de- 
light the Latvian fans and end his personal scoring drought. 
Aleksandrs Nizivijs and Aleksandrs Semjonovs got assists. 

Karlis Skrastins made it 2-0, adding what would prove to 
be an insurance goal, when his blast from the point beat 
Simchuk through the five-hole at 5:15 of the third. Ukraine 
was helpless. 

Aleksanrs Semjonovs rounded out the scoring with 2:55 
remaining. Tambijevs assisted on the goal to earn himself а 


two-point night. 


“We moved very slowly today,” said Ukrainian Head Coach 
Oleksandr Seukand. “When you don’t move around and cre- 
ate things, you cannot beat a team like Latvia.” 
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Savenko lifts UKraine Finns dump Ukraine 
into next round 


By John Sanful 

(IHWC)—In a fight to avoid playing in the Relega- 
tion Round, Denmark and Ukraine battled through 
nearly 57 minutes to a 1-1 draw in Innsbruck, May 4. 
But then, with 2:12 left, Bogdan Savenko picked up 
the rebound of a Vasyl Bobrovnikov slap shot that came 
off the backboards near the crease, and scored the game- 
winner by tapping it home. 

The win puts Ukraine through to the Qualifying 
Round for the first time since 2003. While Denmark 
seemed more focused in the early stages, Ukraine also 
put in a hard-working effort and found a way to beat 
Peter Hirsch when they needed it most. A tie would 
have put the Danes through on goal differential. 

Similar to the previous night’s game between the 
USA and Latvia, this afternoon’s contest ended in con- 
troversy. With time running out, Frans Nielsen appeared 
to score the tying goal off a backhand pass from Morten 
Green. However, referee Rick Looker ruled no goal 
because a Danish player was in the crease. 

“Maybe we had a guy in the crease,” said a dejected 
Green, who was named Player of the Game for his team. 
“But there is a new rule that you can be in the crease if 
you do not interfere with the goalie, and that is what 
made us mad. We did not think he interfered.” 

It was a defensive game with few opportunities pro- 
duced on both sides. These teams played to avoid mak- 
ing mistakes, but there were some promising moments 
for the Danes. 

Peter Regin was involved in the play at both ends. In 
one instance, he rushed the puck through the neutral 
zone and into the Ukraine side to the outside right of 
Konstantin Simchuk, and then cut to the front, but could 
not get a shot off. But for their early dominance, Den- 
mark could not solve Simchuk. Missing Kim Staal on 
offense clearly hurt. 

“Tt was a tough afternoon,” said Danish Head Coach 
Mikael Lundstrém. “We felt we were as good as 


Ukraine. We worked hard, and, at times, dominated.” 

Denmark had two priorities: adhere to a strict defen- 
sive system and take advantage of power plays, hop- 
ing that in the end Ukraine’s inability to stay out of the 
penalty box would cost them. And Oleg Timchenko 
was called for hooking at the 2:14 mark. The Danes 
moved the puck well on the power play, and Lasse 
Degn’s goal gave them a 1-0 lead at 8:28 of the second 
period. 

Danish goalie Peter Hirsch put in a mostly strong 
performance with his unorthodox style. He stopped nu- 
merous key chances, including a well-timed shot close- 
in from Savenko. Twenty-one seconds into the middle 
frame, he picked off another drive from Dmytro Tsyrul. 

But then came a lapse. Sergei Varlamov, 
stickhandling behind the net, identified a huge open- 
ing between Hirsch’s left pad and the goal post. Still 
behind the goal, Varlamov shot the puck off Hirsch’s 
skate and it trickled through his pads into the net. It 
was Vaflamov’s second goal of the tournament. 

The score remained tied 1-1 through most of the third. 
Ukraine pressed without any luck. Then at 17:48 
Savenko’s goal put Ukraine back in the driver’s seat, 
leaving the Danes in dismay. 

“We felt we controlled the game but the Ukrainians 
made it difficult for us,” said Green. “They are very 
lucky and we weren’t. They scored two goals from be- 
hind the net.” 

Alast ditch effort at the very end with the extra skater 
yielded nothing. After advancing into the Qualifying 
Round, Head Coach Oleksandr Seukand was pleased 
with the win and wasn’t shy about stating how much it 
meant. 

“Tt could be said it was a final for us,” Seukand said. 
“We needed the win more than Denmark. If we went 
down again, hockey in Ukraine would die. We really 
had to do well.” 


Tre Kronor barely beats Trident 


By Andrew Podnieks 

(IHWC)—Sweden and Ukraine opened their 2005 
World Championship at the Olympiahalle in Insbruck 
with a result that nearly stunned the tournament. Tre 
Kronor won the May 1 battle of the blue-and-yellow 
uniforms 3-2, but thanks only to a Daniel Alfredsson 
goal midway through the third period to break the tie. 

The Swedes opened the scoring at 5:17 on a beauti- 
ful goal by Magnus Kahnberg. He took the puck in the 
comer, skated out in front through the crease and slid 
the puck under the goal stick of Kostyasntyn Simchuk, 
who tried the pokecheck. As the goalie fell, Kahnberg 
slid the puck into the goal to finish a beautiful indi- 
vidual effort. 

Another brilliant effort at 9:07 on the power play 
gave the Swedes their second goal. Thomas Rhodin 
took a pass at the left point, faked a shot and moved in, 
faked another Ukrainian defender out of his underwear, 
and then slid a beautiful pass to Kenny Jonsson, who 
had the open net when Simchuk went for a third fake 
and over-committed to the puck carrier. 

The Ukrainians proved incapable of mounting any 
offensive presence in the Swedish end, icing the puck 
several times and never maintaining puck possession 
for any length of time. Not helping the cause were four 
first period penalties against the Ukrainians to none 
for Sweden. To their credit, though, they did kill off a 
lengthy 5-on-3 midway through the period. 

“It’s difficult to play one of the best teams in the 
world when they ’re оп the power play so much,” Ukrai- 
nian Coach Oleksandr Seukand acknowledged. 

The Swedish side of the story was just the opposite. 
“We have to score more оп the power play,’ Bengt- 
Ake Gustafsson said. “That’s one of the keys to going 
far in this tournament.” 

The Ukrainians came out in the second with vigor 
and had two scoring chances early on, but Henrik 
Lundqvist robbed Vitali Semenchenko with his right 
pad and just seconds later made a fine blocker stop off 
a shot in the slot by Roman Salnikoy. 

At 6:32 the heavy underdogs were rewarded for their 
efforts. Vasyl Вобгоупікоу dashed up the left wing and 
drew a penalty when he was hauled down, and seconds 


later he was hammered into the boards where he lay 
hurt for а few moments. Meanwhile, referee Viadimnir 
Sindler’s hand was in the air on the delayed penalty, 
and just before Bobrovnikov was nailed he hit Bogdan 
Savenko with a perfect pass. Savenko walked in and 
deked Lundqvist with a beautiful fake, and the Swedes, 
playing a dangerous game, were now leading just 2-1. 

The Ukrainians then tightened up defensively and 
stayed out of the penalty box — and good luck fol- 
lowed. The Swedes hit the post twice, and then at 12:37 
Sergei Klymentyev drifted a quick wrist shot forom 
the blueline that beat Lundqvist, who threw his arms 
up in the air to let everyone in the building know he 
had been screened. Fans roared with approval as 
Ukraine had tied the score, 2-2. 

Indicative of Tre Kronor’s frustrations were a series 
of scrums after the whistle — all of which occurred 
around the crease of Simchuk — which must have de- 
lighted Trident coach Seukand. Although the Swedes 
controlled play the rest of the period, the game was 
still 2-2 after 40 minutes. 

The Ukrainians began the third period with gold- 
medal confidence and the Swedes were tentative and 
nervous. Tre Kronor failed to score on an early 5-on-3, 
and then Trident had two odd-man rushes and nearly 
scored the go-ahead goal. Then, on a breakaway, Sergei 
Varlamov was stoned by Lundqvist after it looked like 
he had been beaten. For long stretches, it was hard to 
tell if Sweden was playing in its blue or yellow sweat- 
ers! 

“I thought I had the open net,” Varlamoy said, “but I 
just missed the puck. It was an unlucky break.” 

Order was restored just in time. Midway through the 
period, Daniel Alfredsson took a pass in the slot from 
Christian Backman and blew a wrist shot over 
Simchuk’s glove to give the Swedes the win. Final shots 
were 48-17 for Sweden, but that margin didn’t matter 
on the scoreboard. 

“The first period we played at a high pace,” said 
Sweden’s Henrik Zetterberg, “but in the second we 
played down to their level. They’re a skilled team, good 
one-on-one. We needed to have a higher tempo with 
the puck, but we didn’t have any after the first period.” 


By John Sanful 

(IHWC)—Finland took its second step towards reaching the Qualify- 
ing Round with a 4-1 win over Ukraine in Innsbruck, May 2. Finland 
came out tentatively, but poured it on over a seven-minute stretch of the 
second period. Two quick tallies about four minutes apart by Ville Peltonen 
and Kimmo Timonen sealed the win for Finland. 

Ukraine, apparently determined to play with the same intensity as they 
did against Sweden, came out well and hung tough for a period. Within 
the first few minutes of the game, Ukraine drew two Finnish penalties. On 
the second power play they moved the puck well around the point and 
down low, but could not come up with quality shots. Even with a positive 
start, Ukraine hurt themselves once again by taking bad penalties. And 
Finland made them pay from the start. 

Roman Salnikov was whistled off for tripping at the 8:02 mark. This 
allowed Finland to set up with the man advantage, and they did not skip a 
beat, as Tomi Kallio sent a backhand pass to the point for Antti Jussi- 
Niemi, who scored at the 8:31 mark. It was Finland’s second power play 
goal of the tournament. 

Ukraine held tough for one period but were outshot 19-9. Had it not 
been for the continued exceptional play of Konstantin Simchuk, the score 
could have been far worse. For the second straight game Sergei Varlamov 
was snakebitten. Магіатоу picked off a Jere Karalahti pass and moved in 
alone on Niklas Backstrom, but shot the puck into the Finnish goalie’s 
chest. It would be Ukraine’s best chance of the period. 

Ukraine showed early on that they would play one step over the line. 
There was plenty of questionable stickwork that eventually frustrated the 
Finns. The chippy play took away from what was a fine defensive effort 
by Ukraine. After the game, a few Finnish players could not hold their 
tongues about what they perceived as dirty hockey. 

“T have no respect for the Ukrainians, because with them it is kind of a 
slashing competition,” said Olli Jokinen. “I am glad we scored a few goals 
but thank God no one was injured. I can’t say it was really a hockey game.” 

Ukraine’s penchant for playing without discipline clearly irked head coach 
Oleksandr Seukand, who let his frustrations be known at the postgame 
press conference. 

“We spent too much time again in the penalty box,” Seukand said. “TI 
asked my players before the game not to make mistakes and stay out of 
the box. For whatever reason they did not realize this fact.” 

Finland came out in the second with a greater sense of purpose. Four 
minutes in, Ville Peltonen converted a cross-ice feed past Simchuk for a 
two-goal lead. It was Peltonen’s first of the tournament. Three minutes 
later, just as a tripping call against Viacheslav Timchenko had expired, 
Kimmo Timonen scored to make it 3-0, and the Finns were in complete 
charge. 

“Our game today was better than the first against Denmark,” said Erkka 
Westerlund of his team’s effort. “We were more active and scored on the 
power play. It was a big win for us.” 

Ukraine cut the lead in half as Varlamov redirected a Timchenko shot 
into the net. It was his first goal of the tournament and made up for his 
missing on a breakaway earlier. But Jukka Hentunen’s third period goal at 
17:32 put it out of reach. 
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Dynamo 85 vs. BC Kyiv 74 

(FIBA)—Dynamo St Petersburg took a while to find 
their rhythm against BC Kyiv in the April 28 FIBA 
Europe League championship game but once they did, 
there was no stopping them. 

David Blatt’s team beat Kyiv 85-74 to capture the 
title in Istanbul. 

Fresh off their semi-final triumph.over fellow Rus- 
sian outfit BC Khimki, St Petersburg trailed 28-18 half- 
way through the first half. 

Marcus Norris’ three-pointer at the end of the first 
quarter and then Andrii Lebediev’s shot from beyond 
the arc at the start of the second gave the Ukrainian 
team their 10-point lead. 

Lebediev’s three sparked Dynamo into life, however. 

A dunk by Vladimir Veremeenko off a feed by point 
guard Ed Cota started a 12-0 run for the Russian outfit 
that Kelly McCarty finished off with a layup for a 32- 
30 advantage. 

A tap-in by former Argentinian international Marcelo 
Nicola off a missed lay-up by LaMarr Greer tied the 
game for Kyiv at 30-30, but McCarty, who would go 
on to score a game-high 24 points and earn Final Four 
МУР honours, came to the fore again. 

Jon Stefansson missed a shot underneath the basket 
and McCarty was there to tap the ball in. A foul on the 
play by Edmunds Valeiko allowed him to go to the line 
and extend the advantage to 33-30. 

The veteran Nicola showed his experience, receiv- 
ing a pass from Norris and burying a three-pointer to 
the game one last time with 2:22 left before half-time. 

Stefansson then gave his team the lead for good. 

The Icelandic star’s lay-up sparked a 10-0 run which 
bridged the second and third quarters for a 43-33 ad- 
vantage, thus putting his team firmly in the driving seat. 

“T think the way we played in the last two minutes of 
the first half was the key time in the game,” said Blatt. 

“We got an eight-point lead and suddenly the lead 
they had at the end of the first quarter was insignifi- 
cant, they’re saying to themselves, wait a minute we’ ve 
played great and are down by eight points.” 

St Petersburg’s defence was outstanding as they held 
Kyiv’s Greer scoreless in the first half. 

“We only gave up 33 points in the first half, that’s a 
great job defensively,” said Blatt. 

“We focused on LaMarr Greer, we changed defend- 
ers on him throughout the game to wear him down and 
fatigue him some. 

“He’s an 18 point per game scorer, when you take 
that away completely it’s gonna have an effect on a 
team because they’re used to taking up a certain part of 
the offensive load. 

“So that was really a big factor that we stopped him. 

I think that really affected them in the first half.” 
“We also did a great job defending the post. (Ioannis) 
Giannoulis is a very strong post player and early he 
was hurting us. Then we did a better job of denying the 
ball in there, forcing him to kick the ball out a little bit, 
taking away easy baskets.” 

Once St Petersburg established an advantage, they 
were able to consolidate their lead. 

“We ran more,” Blatt said. “We’re a team that led 
the FIBA Europe League in scoring, our team is built 
around running. 

“Once we got ourselves on track, pushed the ball and 
got some easy baskets, it helped us get the lead.” 

After their lead twice ballooned to 16 at the end of 
the third quarter, Kyiv fought back bravely, going on a 
10-2 spurt of their own to close to within 71-64 three 
minutes into the final quarter. 

Kyiv drew closer at 80-74 when Greer scored on a 
lay-up, but valuable time had been wasted as only 1:17 
was left in the game. 

Blatt decided to call a timeout to set his offence and 
when play resumed, Cota made a three-pointer with 

1:04 left for an 83-74 St Petersburg advantage to all 
but end Kyiv’s hopes. 

“We made a big effort and cut the lead to six points, 
but I could see in the face of the players that they had 
no more energy,” said BC Kyiv coach Renato Pasquali. 

Despite the loss, Pasquali still had plenty to be happy 
about. 

«Р т very proud of my team. Just looking at the whole 
experience of European competition, I would say that 
we did an excellent job.” 

“At the beginning of March, we played (2004 cham- 
pions UNICS) Kazan at home in the regular season and 
if we would have lost, we were out of the play-offs. 

“We beat them in overtime by two points, and after 
that we took second place in Europe. So the difference 
between a good and bad season is not that big.” 

Pasquali had nothing but praise for Dynamo. 

“St Petersburg played excellent today,” he said. 

“At the end, I would say the biggest difference was 
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St. Petersburg beats Kyiv іп 
FIBA Europe League final 


they had better athletes. You could see that when you 
play two games in two days, the athleticism sometimes 
makes a difference.” 

Blatt saluted his stars, too. 

“Kelly will be the first guy to tell you being MVP is 
not that important to him,” Blatt said. 

“Both of these guys (McCarty and Cota) are win- 
ners and the play for the team, sacrifice for other guys 
and they put the success of the whole in front of that of 
the individual. Ultimately those guys led us to the prom- 
ised land, and credit to both of them.” 

Cota had 15 points, eight rebounds and six assists 
while Serbo-Montenegrin center Ognjen Askrabic 
added 14 points and 11 rebounds for St Petersburg. 
Nicola had 17 points and seven rebounds in a losing 
cause. 


BC Kyiv 88 vs. Fenerbahce SK 72 

(FIBA)—BC Kyiv broke the hearts of Fenerbahce 
fans by beating the FIBA Europe League Final Four 
hosts 88-72 on April 27 to reach the title game. 

Kyiv stormed out to an early 17-4 lead and romped 
to victory. 

The closest Fenerbahce would get the rest of the way 
was when they closed to within nine points at 45-36 
early in the third quarter. 

Ioannis GiannoulisFenerbahce suffered a nightmare 
start to the game as their offense shuddered to an al- 
most complete halt in the opening 10 minutes. The 
Turkish side made 5/15 field goals and just 3/9 free 
throws for 15 first quarter points. 

Kyiv, on the other hand, were calm and composed, 
led by a red-hot Sergey Chikalkin who tallied 9 points 
in 10 minutes of action. 

The deficit left Fenerbahce with the task of chasing 
the lead for the remainder of the contest. 

“We spent the entire game trying to catch up,” said 
Fenerbahce coach Aydin Ors. “They had such a high 
percentage on their shots whereas we did not and we 
just couldn’t do it.” 

Fenerbahce cut the lead to single digits on several 
occasions, but were never able to really threaten Kyiv. 
The Turkish side relied almost solely on the three-point 
shot to trigger a comeback, attempting a total of 36 
three-pointers (the 6th highest in the FIBA Europe 
League this year) and making just 12. 

“We played a great game, everybody was сопсеп- 
trated, everybody did exactly what they were supposed 
to,” said Kyiv coach Renato Pasquali. “That’s why we 
played, I would say, the perfect game on defense.” 

Kyiv faced the potentially dangerous situation of 
maintaining a large lead for a long period of time, es- 
pecially in an atmosphere of 12,000 rabid home fans. 
But Pasquali’s players were prepared for anything that 
Fenerbahce could throw at them, notably their zone de- 
fense. 

“We were ready,” said Pasquali. 

“We watched tapes and we were ready to attack 30 
minutes of zone defense. What I put in the mind of play- 
ers was, don’t think that we have to attack the zone with 
the three-point shot. It’s the biggest mistake we could 
do. That’s why we wanted to move the ball inside and 
look for the people cutting through and penetrating 
against the zone. We were patient and took good shots.” 

Kyiv did that to perfection in the third quarter, 
outscoring Fenerbahce 20-13 and finishing the period 
with a buzzer-beating three-pointer from Edmunds 
Valeiko to take a 65-47 lead into the final 10 minutes. 

Pasquali also alluded to the homecourt advantage, a 
fact which he felt hindered Fenerbahce’s chances. 

“When we had to organise the Final Four in Kyiv, I 
was afraid that our team would have too much pres- 
sure to play home, in front of 7,8,000 people,” he said. 

“When we found out that we couldn’t run the final 
four in Kyiv, and had to come to Istanbul, the first thing 
I told the team was, guys, I’m dissapointed for our fans 
that we couldn’t play in front of them. On the other 
way, now we transfer the pressure on Fenerbahce. And 
I think that the way they played tonight, the shooting 
percentage, probably was due to the pressure.” 

Another factor was strong Kyiv defense, most nota- 
bly against Fenerbahce star Damir Mrsic. Averaging 
over 20 ppg going into the contest, Mrsic was held to 
just 6 points on 1/9 shooting, including 1/7 from the 
three-point line. 

«Не (Mrsic) uses a lot of pick-and-roll situations,” 
explained Pasquali. 

“Giannoulis did a great job because he ran out of the 
screen and forced him into the halfcourt instead of let- 
ting him go to the basket. He was too far away, be- 
cause when he goes left, he prefers to use his right shoul- 
der to shoot the three. And tonight he couldn’t do it 
because Giannis forced him 2 metres away from the 
three-point line. He did a great job.” 
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Mayor of Toronto heads 
trade mission to Kyiv 


(UkrNews)—Toronto Mayor David Miller, led a 
trade mission to Kyiv for two days from May 9 to 11. 
He was accompanied by more than 50 Canadian busi- 
nessmen and members of the Canada-Ukraine Cham- 
ber of Commerce (CUCC). 

During the mission, he met with his Kyiv counter- 
part Oleksandr Omelchenko and signed an agreement 
to formalize business and cultural ties between the two 
cities on May 10. г 

Miller was also expected to meet with members of 
Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers, according to press re- 
leases issued by the Mayor’s Office, the Embassy of 
Canada in Ukraine and the CUCC. 

In the course of the meetings, he discussed and ex- 
plored the following areas of possible cooperation and 
exchange of knowledge and experience: infrastructure 
development (water, waste water, garbage, and roads), 
city branding and promotion, tourism and the interna- 
tional convention business, creation of international 


film presence, traffic, parking and public transit issues, 
preservation of heritage sites and historic buildings, 
urban planning development and approval processes 
and delivery of emergency services. 

Prior to the visit, his office said Miller will also be 
looking for opportunities to forge ties that will allow 
his local government to better serve the over 100,000 
strong Ukrainian community in Toronto. 

On May 11, both Mayors Miller and Omelchenko 
participated in a business forum organized by the Ukrai- 
nian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the 
Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce. 

Mayor Miller visited Kyiv’s historic churches and 
city’s Metro and lay wreaths at the Holodomor memo- 
tial and the statue of Taras Shevchenko. 


Canadian, Ukrainian Chambers sign agreement 


(UkrNews)—May 11, the Canada-Ukraine Chamber 
of Commerce (CUCC) and the Ukraine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (UCCI) signed a cooperation 


agreement that will reestablish ties between the two: 


organizations. 

The signing ceremony took place in the presence of 
the mayors of Toronto and Kyiv — David Miller and 
Oleksandr Omelchenko. 

The CUCC was formed in 1993 and was active until 
1999. Operations were suspended six years ago due to 
Ukraine’s constantly changing legal and regulatory en- 
vironment that resulted in a lack of major interest by 
Canadian companies to invest in Ukraine. 

After the election of a democratic government in 


2004, a group of 60 original CUCC members and new- 
comers decided to revive the organization. In March, 
2005 the CUCC convened a general meeting and 
elected the corporation’s officers. 

The UCCI is a member of the International Cham- 
ber of Commerce and World Chamber Federation, the 
Association of European Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (Eurochambres), Black Sea Economic Co- 
operation Business Council, the Association of the 
Central European Initiative Chambers of Commerce 
and the Association of the Black Sea Zone Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry. 

The CUCC plans to open a head office in Kyiv and 
branches in Kharkiv, Lviv, Odesa and Kirovohrad. 


Canada-Ukraine Business Forum held in Kyiv 


(UkrNews)—May 11, the day this issue went to press, 


the Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce and Industry | 


(ОССІ) and the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Com- 
merce (CUCC) began a two-day business forum that 
will allow businessmen to meet and learn about eco- 


as identify specific areas of co-operation or partnering. 

The forum program includes remarks by the Mayors 
of Kyiv and Toronto — Oleksandr Omelchenko and 
David Miller, Ukraine’s Minister of the Economy 
Serhiy Terjokhin, and Canadian Ambassador Andrew 
Robinson. 

Minister Terjokhin will deliver a keynote address on 
the topics of the current state of Ukraine’s economy 
and the government’s plans for economic reforms. 

Bohdan Onyschuk, Vice-President of Legal Affairs 
for the CUCC, and Victor Yanovsky First Vice-Presi- 
dent and General Secretary of UCCI will deliver open- 
ing remarks on behalf of the host organizations.was 
scheduled to discuss taxation, FIPA, trade tariffs and 


barriers and corporate legal issues facing businessmen 
in both countries. Panelists include: Lubomyr 
Kwasnycia (Romyr Consultants Corporation), Michael 
Reshitnyk (International Trade Canada), Motria 


З = I Rao 5 Я 7 Onyschuk-Morozov (International Finance Corpora- 
nomic opportunities in their respective countries as well | 


tion) Yasyl Kostycky (Academy for the Study of Law 
of Ukraine) Volodymyr Storoschuk (State Customs 
Services of Ukraine) and Natalya Hayevska (Supervi- 
sory Board of the Ukrainian Auditing Chamber). 
Three break-out B2B sessions were be held on the 
second day of the forum on May 12. The sessions will 
focus on: land development, trade and investment op- 
portunities and financial markets. The discussions will 
be led by representatives of the UCCI and CUCC, in- 
cluding: Zenon Potoczny (Shelton Canada Corpora- 
tion), John Znaczko (Roots & Images Inc.), Iryna Zarya 
(First Ukrainian Trading System PFTS), Oksana 
Stoianova, Client Relationship Manager, KINTO and 
Dan Martiuk (Western International Trust Co. Ltd.). 


Shell, Naftogaz Ukrayiny sign agreement 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Shell Exploration Company 
B.V. and Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas 
company, signed an agreement calling for joining forces 
in exploring for energy resources in Ukraine, Naftogaz 
said May 10. 

Naftogaz seeks to use Shell’s experience and tech- 
nology in uncovering deposits of natural gas between 
Kharkiv and Donetsk, the area that accounts for up to 
80% of Ukraine’s gas output. 

Ukraine, which produces up to 20 billion cubic meters 
of natural gas annually, over the past years has been 
relying on imports from Russia and Turkmenistan to 
meet its annual demand of 75 billion cubic meters. 

Shell becomes the second major oil and gas com- 
pany over the past two years that has been seeking to 
establish oil and gas development projects in Ukraine. 

Hunt Oil, a major U.S.-based private oil company, 
has been seeking to explore for oil and gas offshore the 
Black Sea near Kerch, according to Chornomor- 
NaftoGaz, a Ukrainian oil and gas company. 

Both projects come in line with Ukraine’s plans to 
diversify its oil and gas supplies in order to reduce heavy 


dependence on Russia, analysts said. 

“We expect a fruitful cooperation,” Шуа Rybchich, 
deputy head of Naftogaz, said in a statement. “We be- 
lieve that deep knowledge of the region by Naftogaz 
combined with modern technologies from Shell would 
yield results.” 

Mathias F. Bichsel, director of exploration at Shell 
Exploration and Production, said the company expected 
to uncover major gas deposits in the area. He said the 
anticipated gas fields were close to markets that make 
the project especially attractive. 

Naftogaz and Shell will focus on an area of 30,000 
square kilometers known as the Dniprovsko-Donetsk 
Valley, but may further expand the area should early 
tests uncover the gas fields. 

About six years ago Shell suggested acquiring for 
$2 billion Ukraine’s natural gas pipelines moving Rus- 
sian gas to markets in Europe, but the government had 
rejected the offer arguing the suggested payment was 
too low, officials have said. 

Shell has been selling lubricants, chemicals and jet 
fuel in Ukraine since 1992. 
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Kroes Energy 
announces 2004 results 


(UkrNews)—Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. announced on April 29 
that its net profit for 2004 amounted to C$756,834 compared to $1,019,116 
in 2003 when a non-recurring net gain due to the sale of Canadian produc- 
tion inflated the net profit by $364,000. Cash flow from operations was 
$1,031,222 compared with $1,266,379 in the prior year. 

Production in 2004 averaged 241 barrels per day compared to 287 bar- 
tels рег day in 2003 when the Canadian properties contributed 30 barrels 
per day. Production in Ukraine was down by an average of 15 barrels per 
day due to several wells being shut in during the latter half of the year for 
mechanical reasons. These wells have since been put back on stream along 
with two new development wells that were put on permanent production 
late in April. 

With respect to the agreement with NAK Naftogas for the acquisition 
of the 55% of the Kashtan joint venture, as reported earlier the reorganiza- 
tion of state agencies and companies in Ukraine continues, and Kroes has 
been assured that Naftogas intends to honor that agreement. 


Government considering 
domestic production of 
nuclear power plant fuel 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko instructed the 
Energy and Fuel Ministry to look into the possibility of setting up domes- 
tic production of fuel for nuclear power plants, the government said May 
10. 

The inquiry comes in line with other measures, such as suggested plans 
to build 11 new nuclear power reactors. by 2030, in order to secure suffi- 
cient supplies of energy in the long-run. 

Ukraine, which has large deposits of uranium, a raw material for pro- 
duction of nuclear fuel, has been persistently seeking to start the nuclear 
fuel output, but these plans had never materialized due to high costs. 

Ukraine currently ships uranium to Russia for enrichment and later buys 
ready-to-use nuclear fuel rods to run its existing 15 nuclear power reac- 
tors. 

The nuclear power generators produce 87 billion kilowatt-hours of power 
annually, more than half of the country’s power. 

Last year, Ukraine spent almost $400 million on nuclear fuel purchases 
in Russia and the spending has been persistently increasing over the past 
several years. 

The inquiry shows the government has been increasingly exploring the 
possibility of boosting nuclear power output to ensure production of cheap 
electricity and reduce imports of expensive natural gas, analysts said. 

Ukraine last year commissioned two new nuclear power reactors, 1,000- 
megawatts each, in a bid to increase exports of electricity, an important 
source of hard cash income for the industry. 

- The government is under pressure to decide on the future of its nuclear 
power industry soon as many of the reactors will have their lifespan end 
by 2011, which could potentially trigger a major shortage of electricity. 

The Energy and Fuel Ministry recently suggested that modernization of 
the existing reactors would increase their lifespan, but the final decision 
has yet to be approved by the government. 


Akhmetov company denies 
reports it plans to sell its assets 


(Ukrainian Journal)—System Capital Management, the holding com- 
pany owned by Rinat Akhmetov, Ukraine’s richest man, issued a state- 
ment April 28 to dismiss media reports suggesting it had been preparing 
to sell its assets. 

The statement comes as Akhmetov himself, estimated by Forbes to be 
worth US$2.4 billion as of Feb. 21, had left Ukraine earlier this month in 
fear of possible prosecution. 

Akhmetov owns an array of assets ranging from iron ore producers, 
steelmakers, steel pipeline producers, banking, media and food sector com- 
panies. 

The Ukrainian authorities have been recently checking a number of 
companies owned by Akhmetov, accusing some of tax evasion and illegal 
ways of obtaining tax rebates from the government. 

Akhmetov is thought to be a financial sponsor of the presidential elec- 
tion campaign of former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who lost the 
election to Viktor Yushchenko in December 2004. 

Yanukovych said the investigations were politically motivated, a charge 
that law enforcement agencies vehemently denied. 

Reports of SCM selling out assets came on the heels of similar reports 
suggesting that another wealthy Ukrainian businessman with good con- 
nections to former President Leonid Kuchma, Viktor Pinchuk, had been 
seeking to sell his assets to Russian companies. 

At least one of Pinchuk’s companies, UkrSotsBank, recently admitted 
it was in talks with Alfa Capital of Russia over the likely acquisition. 
Pinchuk was estimated by Forbes at $1.3 billion. 
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By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—For- 
eign investors are showing more in- 
terest in Ukraine since the Orange 
Revolution. Nevertheless, they re- 
main cautious because of uncertain- 
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ties surrounding the threat of гер- 
rivatization. Until this issue is re- 
solved, something President Viktor 
Yushchenko supports but Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko op- 
poses, Ukraine’s positive interna- 


tional image will not generate addi- 
tional foreign investment. 
Potential foreign investors have 
been alarmed by the manner in 
which the government threatened 
TNK-BP and OASO Lukoil with the 
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Kyiv divided on how far to go with reprivatization 


reprivatization of the refineries they 
acquired in the 1990s. To stem in- 
flation, caused partly by continued 
high social spending, the govern- 
ment ordered oil companies to not 
raise prices or else face the repriva- 
tization of their Ukrainian refineries. 

The Yushchenko team did little to 
assure their commitment to a mar- 
ket economy by appointing Valen- 
tyna Semeniuk as head of the State 
Property Fund. While she has expe- 
rience as head of the parliamentary 
commission on privatization, 
Semeniuk and her Socialist ties will 
add to the populism of the Tymoshe- 
nko group within the government. 
Like Tymoshenko, Semeniuk backs 
a more extensive investigation into 
the privatization deals of the 1990s. 
Both Semeniuk and Tymoshenko 
have hinted that Kryvorizhstal, 
which oligarchs Viktor Pinchuk and 
Renat Akhmetov purchased for a 
third of its real price in June 2004, 
should remain in state hands. 

The Yushchenko team faces divi- 
sions on reprivatization and other is- 
sues because is an extremely broad 
alliance that stretches across the en- 
tire political spectrum seen in any 
European democracy. The alliance 
includes left-wing social democrats, 
business representatives, liberals, 
and populist right parties. 

The main fault line runs between 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine and 
Anatoliy Kinakh’s Party of Indus- 
trialists and Entrepreneurs. Both 
parties include medium and small 
businessmen and back liberal mar- 
ket economics. These more liberal, 
free marketers are more inclined to 
minimize the number of companies 
subjected to reprivatization. They 
also favor offering reprivatized com- 
panies for tender. 

A second group represents a more 
populist, anti-oligarch orientation 
grouped on the left (Socialists) and 
the right (Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s bloc). These popu- 
lists are in favor of reviewing a far 
longer list of privatizations and, in 


| some cases, keeping firms under 


state control. 

According to Tymoshenko, “Tf an 
enterprise brings profits to the coun- 
try, it is not necessary to sell it into 
private ownership.” Such comments 


_| do little to allay fears that she is more 


a populist than a free marketer. She 
has already ruled out the priva- 
tization of companies that are “es- 
sential for the country’s viability or 
national security’. 

As a result of these mixed mes- 


|| sages, the Yushchenko team has had 


to issue “a lot of contradictory mes- 
sages,” according to the head of Re- 
naissance Capital Ukraine. This, in 
turn, “creates al kinds of uncertain- 
ties.” The Carnegie Endowment’s 
Anders Aslund has warned, “Mem- 


і bers of this government right now 
|| are going in very different direc- 


tions”. 

The government’s inconsistent 
message is partially the fault of 
Yushchenko himself, who occasion- 
ally launches into anti-oligarch 
populism. Upon nominating 
Semeniuk, Yushchenko ordered her 
to work on returning “everything 
that was stolen to the state,” which 


would require a full inventory of 
what had been privatized. 
Tymoshenko asked the Prosecutor- 
General’s office to examine all 
privatization deals by mid-February 
in order to evaluate the legality of 
the deals. Based on this still-undis- 
closed list, Tymoshenko wants the 
courts to contest 3,000 privatiza- 
tions. She reported that the Prosecu- 
tor-General’s office opened criminal 
investigations into 2,000 of them. 
The executive soon quashed this 
massive review, as it would have 
undermined foreign investor confi- 
dence. 

Yushchenko publicly registered 
his opposing view by announcing 
that only 30-40 companies would be 
reprivatized. Unlike Tymoshenko 
and Semeniuk, Yushchenko believes 
that 90-98% of Ukraine’s privati- 
zations followed the laws then in - 
effect. 

Hoping to calm foreign investors, 
Yushchenko called in February and 
again in April for a final roster of 
companies subject to reprivatiza- 
tion. On April 28 he gave the gov- 
ernment only 10 days to finalize the 
list. Tymoshenko opposed the idea 
of drawing up a final list. First 
Deputy Prime Minister Kinakh at 
first supported her but then shifted 
to Yushchenko’s position. 

Three factors have fuelled the 
government’s populism. 

First, it is tempting to be selec- 
tive about which of the 30-40 
(Yushchenko) or 3,000 (Tymoshen- 
ko) companies would be investi- 
gated and re-privalized. Parliamen- 
tary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn 
(who was head of the presidential 
administration during six of 
Kuchma’s 10 years in office) has 
indirectly defended the illegality that 
pervaded Ukraine at that time. Ac- 
cording to him, nearly everyone 
broke a law at one time, because the 
legal system was so inconsistent. 

Second, the volume of corruption 
uncovered since Yushchenko’s elec- 
tion has hardened the left and right 
populism within the government. 
During the last two years of the 
Kuchma presidency, the authorities 
launched a de facto free-for-all that 
handed out choice state assets to 
loyal allies. Theft from the budget 
and international aid was wide- 
spread. “When we came to office, 
we discovered that all public life in 
Ukraine had been corrupted,” la- 
mented Economics Minister Serhiy 
Teriokin. 

Third, Tymoshenko has an eye on 
the 2006 parliamentary elections. 
Her anti-oligarch populism has 
made her highly popular — perhaps 
more popular than Yushchenko. 

National Security and Defense 
Council Secretary Petro Poroshenko 
has explained that re-privatization 
would only be undertaken in cases 
where there was only one bidder, the 
tender was not transparent, the price 
was not fair, or the investor did not 
fulfill his obligations. Yushchenko 
ally and First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Mykola Tomenko advised that at 
a government meeting they banned 
use of the word “reprivatization”. 
Unfortunately, Tymoshenko and 
Semeniuk seem to disagree. 


Yushchenko orders construction of new refinery 


(Interfax-Ukraine/BBC Monitoring Service)—Prime Minister Yuliya 
Tymoshenko has said that Ukraine will build an oil refinery in Brody, 


Lviv Region. 


Atacabinet meeting attended by President Viktor Yushchenko on April 
27, Tymoshenko said that the government received an instruction to this 


effect from the head of state. 


“We will start work on fulfilling your instruction on constructing an 
up-to-date high-tech oil refinery in Brody,” Tymoshenko said to’ 


"| Yushchenko. Tymoshenko said that construction of the oil refinery at Brody 


was a priority for the government’s work in the fuel and energy sector. 


